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           UUCLC Information & Contacts 
  

Address: 1235 Mt. Homer Rd., Eustis, FL 32726 
Mail address: PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL  32727 
Office Phone: (352) 805-8451 
Email contact: office@uulakecounty.org 
Website: www.uulakecounty.org 
 
  

              Officers                                 Trustees          
Henry Millat, President                 
Pete Conde, Vice President             Carole Armel 
Karen Woolhouse, Secretary           Wendy Pacek 
Chris Higgins, Treasurer           Christina Wilkins 
 

Standing Committee Chairs 
 

Membership – Janeane Reagan 
WRaP (Sunday Services) – Val Conde 

Building and Grounds – Christina Wilkins 
Finance – Chris Higgins 

Social Justice/Environment – Barbara Hill 
Communications – Barbara Marrow 

Lifespan Groups & Activities – Christie Cleveland 
Safe Congregation – Susan Moore 

Technology Administration – Val Rosado 
Welcoming Congregation – Christie Cleveland 

 
 
The Communicator is published monthly. 
Editor:  Christy Millat   Phone: 248-921-0541   
Email: UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com 
Submit articles for the October Communicator by 
Tuesday, September 27. 
 

  The 
Communicator

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake County 
   

          

 
Sunday Services  

 
September 4 Bernie Greenberg  

The Interdependent Web In Your Brain 

 
September 11 Imam Sykes  

Radical Welcome 
 

September 18 Rev. Katie Culbert 
 The Power of Community 
 
September 25 Janeane Reagan 
 I Am Not a Robot 
 
             

          September Birthdays 
 

Darian Walker 
Kristen Hughes 
Phyllis Gillette 
Jane Hepting 

Connie Sanford 
Judith Havens 

 
 

If you have not shared your birthday with us, please email christy.millat@yahoo.com so 
we can wish you a happy birthday, too.  Also, if you have any changes to your record 
such as mailing address, phone number, etc., email Val Rosado at 
valdarosado@gmail.com.   

http://www.uulakecounty.org/
mailto:UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com
http://www.lakecountyuu.net/
mailto:christy.millat@yahoo.com
mailto:valdarosado@gmail.com
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Reflections on Work  
By Henry Millat, President, Board of Trustees 

 
In recognition of Labor Day, I would like to offer some reflections about 
work.  
“If you do what you love, you’ll never work a day in your life.” Marc 
Anthony 
When my granddaughter was about 6 years old, she asked me what I did 
at work. She knew I was a lawyer and went to an office, but wondered 

what I did there. I thought about words she would understand to convey what I did. I 
told her I read a lot, wrote a lot, and talked to people. Her response: “Boring!” She was 
much more interested in ballerinas and gymnasts. She has learned that ballerinas and 
gymnasts work hard in practice and performances. When I think of this experience, I 
am reminded of the above saying from Marc Anthony. If there is joy in the long hours of 
practice as well as the performances, then it is not work or boring.  
 
“Work is what you do, not who you are.” Author unknown 
A more recent reflection asked the question “How do well-educated professionals like 
surgeons, lawyers, business leaders, engineers, and educators use logic, evidence, 
and reason every day in their work, and, yet, ignore well established facts to spread 
lies and damage the integrity of the political system, specifically, voting results.” My 
conclusion was that though these professionals must rely on logic, evidence, and 
reason in their work, they do not have to rely on that bedrock of science and progress 
in their nonwork lives. Imagination, suspicion, ego, jealousy, and lust can take over and 
give them more satisfying lives, more comfort, than cold, hard indisputable facts. I am 
reminded of the above saying. “Work is what you do, not who you are.” This saying 
clearly separates work from nonwork. You may not be a liar at work, but after work, 
you may be the liar you really are. In nonwork activities, there is less accountability for 
a rational result.  
  
“School is for Merit,” by Asra Q. Nomani, New York Times, September 1, 2022 
You may be interested in the above article, “School is for Merit” from the New York 
Times. The merit principle applies to school and work. The author, Asra Q. Nomani, an 
immigrant girl from India, who grew up in a poor, rural part of West Virginia, argues to 
keep the emphasis on merit and hard work. “…the answer to racial disparities in math 
and reading scores and advanced academic enrollment is not to blame the game and 
rerig it to favor outcomes that please certain political constituencies…” 
 
“Work Is Intrinsically Good. Or Is It?”, by Peter Coy, New York Times, September 
5, 2022 
In another opinion piece in the New York Times of September 5,2022, Peter Coy 
poses the question, “Work Is Intrinsically Good. Or Is It?” The article discusses a paper 
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entitled “The Moralization of Effort,” and notes that Koreans are known for being hard 
workers who have a word for death by overwork, gwarosa, an acceptable result in 
Korea, as compared to the French who “…work fewer hours than most and pride 
themselves on their savoir vivre.” (live elegantly) 
For more reflections on work, please see the Walt Whitman poem, “I Hear America 
Singing” and the lyrics to the folk song “The Ballad of John Henry later in this 
newsletter. 
 
Quote of the Day, New York Times, September 5, 2022 
“When someone works for less pay than she can live on – when, for example, she 
goes hungry so that you can eat more cheaply and conveniently – then she has made 
a great sacrifice for you, she has made you a gift of some part of her abilities, her 
health, and her life. The “working poor,” as they are termed, are in fact the major 
philanthropists of our society.” 
Barbara Ehrenreich, “Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America” (2011) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our Lake County community status has inched down to medium risk, this is great news 
as we are moving in the right direction. The CDC recommendations for congregant 
meetings of high risk individuals still require us to continue with masks and social 
distancing. We will continue to monitor for sustained improvement in community risk 
status, and will evaluate again at the end of the month. Thank you for your 
understanding and willingness to continue to protect ourselves and others.  
 
Safe Congregation Committee 
September 2022 
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9:30 Discussion Groups  

11 September,   Board of Trustees:  Update and Questions and Answers 

18 September,   Glen Bryan:  Alternative Energy 

25 September,   Linda l. Coffin, from  Moms Demand Action.  “What we can do to 
support communities to reduce gun violence” 

Mom’s Demand Action is an arm of Everytown.  They are fighting the proliferation and 
use of weapons in our communities.  Linda l Coffin will be presenting information 
relating to: 

1. Electing Gun sense candidates; 
2. Be SMART, which is a program and asks folks to secure their firearms; and 
3. What we can do to support communities to reduce gun violence. 

This will be an informative and interesting discussion pertaining to all of us.  Please 
come and invite your friends. 

30 October,       Danielle Olivani, from Lake Pride.   LGBTQ+  History 

20 November,   Bruce Cusic and Katie Koehler:  Transgender Day of Remembrance. 
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Hindsight, Humor and Hope 
Who, Me an Elder? 

    
Some of you may remember that about four years ago we offered an Adult 

Education Class with that title that met with some success! With several of us now 
reaching closer to that time of our lives, we are offering it again, with some revisions to 
better adapt to our new way of life. 

As we approach or enter that phase of our life; what are we remembering? 
thinking about? preparing for?  looking forward to?  dreading? 
 
And so we are starting again!  The first class will be meeting will be held at our 
Church on Tuesday, NOV 8th at 1:00 PM.  We will then continue to meet twice a 
month through Nov, Dec and Jan.  We will be dealing with many interesting 
topics in an atmosphere of sharing, listening and discussing, but also looking 
often into the humor present in our pasts, present, and future lives.  
 
The Facilitator of this class will be Celia Everist. If you have any questions, 
please call her at 352-207-5264.   Though it would be great to see all of our 
members enjoy this opportunity, it is important that the class is limited to 8 to 12 
participants at the most.  

 
 If interested, please sign up on the list located in the Vestibule as soon as 
possible. 
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I Hear America Singing 
By Walt Whitman 

 
I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear, 
Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and strong, 
The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,  
The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work, 
The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deckhand singing on the 
steamboat deck, 
The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as he stands,  
The wood-cutter’s song, the ploughboy’s on his way in the morning, or at noon 
intermission or at sundown,  
The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work, or of the girl sewing 
or washing, 
Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else, 
The day what belongs to the day – at night the party of young fellows, robust, friendly, 
Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.  
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Teaching/Facilitating a Class or a Group at UUCLC 
 

Many of us have special interests, talents or knowledge that others might find 
interesting to explore.  Almost anything can be a spiritual experience, and our Lifespan 
Groups & Activities committee is looking for folks who want to share their interests with 
others.  We want our UUCLC classes to somehow relate to spirituality and/or our U.U. 
Seven Principles.  You could provide a one-time workshop, a class that lasts a few 
months, or provide something ongoing that continues indefinitely.   
 
If this sounds like something you would like to do, please send the following 
information to Chris Cleveland: 

• Your name  

• Your qualifications or interest in the topic 

• Title of class, workshop, or group  

• Explain how your topic relates to spirituality or a U.U. Principle   

• A brief description for promotional use.   

• Date(s) and times you want to meet  (Check UUCLC website calendar for conflicts.)   
If you want an Ongoing group, list it as: ie. 4th Tuesdays at 1 PM starting in Jan. ‘23 

• Location of meetings -What room do you need? 

• In person, Zoom, or both? 

• Do you need any supplies that UUCLC must furnish? 
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Donna Blakeley 

I am new to the Unitarian Universalist Principles but I feel that I finally 

found my home in your stated Principles.  I was raised in the teachings 

of the Catholic Church but always felt my experiences there were 

lacking on almost every level. 

 

A good friend, in Pennsylvania, had shared her Unitarian foundation & how acceptance 

of "others" was the Way to live.  I strive to live that mindset & to join with UUA on that 

journey. 

 

Getting to know this congregation and becoming a partner with you is something that I 

look forward to. 

 

Bill and Sandy Davenhall 

Sandy was born, and graduated from high school in Louisville, 

Kentucky while Bill was born and graduated high school in Clarks 

Summit, Pennsylvania. Sandy and Bill met at Lindsey Wilson 

College in Columbia Kentucky, Sandy graduated with an AA degree in business 

education and then enrolled at Kentucky Wesleyan College (Owensboro) to earn a 

bachelor’s degree and her teacher certifications. Bill naturally followed her to Kentucky 

Wesleyan. After Sandy graduated, she began teaching business education in a local 

Catholic high school. They married in 1967 and upon Bill’s graduation (finally) they 

moved to Lexington Kentucky where Bill began to work on his graduate degree at the 

University of Kentucky. Sandy went back to work teaching business subjects at several 

private schools in the Lexington area. 

Bill eventually earned a master’s degree in medical behavioral science and after 

graduation was employed in several non-profit research institutes and then a state 

hospital association. For many years before entering the private software development 

sector Bill owned a health market research consultancy. In 1996 he joined a software 

development firm (ESRI) in Redlands, California as their world-wide marketing director 
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for the Health and Human Services Sector. Bill retired in 2012 and they moved to Cave 

Creek, Arizona (north Scottsdale area) where they 

resided until they moved to Mount Dora in July of 2020. Combined, they have lived in 

six states (Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Georgia, California, Arizona, and Florida). They 

have three grandchildren all under 17 with a daughter and her husband and two 

children in Winter Springs, and son and his ex-partner and one son in Portland, 

Oregon. 

Sandy considers herself to be an organized, dependable, and tolerant person (most of 

the time) and her interests include cross-stitch, painting, journaling, scrapbooking, and 

designing greeting cards. Bill considers himself to be thoughtful, inquisitive, and a risk 

taker. His interests include aviation, computers, and genealogy. He holds a private 

pilot’s license and is a former beekeeper and plays a little golf! Both Bill and Sandy 

have lifelong backgrounds in the United Methodist Church. 

 

Betsy Dokken 

Betsy moved to Eustis in June of 2020, with her husband, Luke Somerlot. 

She graduated from Umatilla High School in the seventies, moved away 

for college and lived in a number of US cities before relocating to Central 

Florida. Like so many others, the pandemic upended long-term plans, and in her case 

resulted in an earlier than expected relocation and retirement. 

She is a nurse practitioner and scientist with a PhD in physiology and a specialty in 

diabetes and metabolism. Her career spanned from clinical practice to teaching and 

research in academic medicine, culminating in the medical device industry from which 

she retired. 

Betsy became a UU in Chattanooga, Tennessee and was also active for almost 20 

years in the UU Church of Tucson, Arizona. She was pleasantly surprised to find 

UUCLC so close to her new home.  

In her leisure time, Betsy enjoys reading, listening to jazz, boating, and rowing (she 

belongs to the Lake County Rowing Association in Clermont). She has a passion for 

literacy education and has acquired volunteer positions in the Eustis Memorial Library 

and the Lake County Library Advisory Board. She is also a board member of the 

Central Florida Jazz Society which promotes jazz education and performance 

throughout the region. She is very happy to be a new 

member of UUCLC! 
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Richard Provence 

Hello! I was born in England  and lived there till I was 8 years old. My 

father who was in the Air Force moved us to South Florida in 1965. I went 

to school in Miami and graduated from Southwest sr high and went to 

college at Miami Dade community college receiving a degree in criminal justice. I 

ended up joining the army for 3 years and lived in Germany for 2 years. On coming 

back from Europe I worked on a freighter for a few years running around South 

America. Then I met my wife Cindy in central Florida for which we managed an 

apartment complex for several years. We have been married for 37 years and have 

two daughters and four grandkids. I finished up working for the state of Florida for 30 

years driving a truck and moving heavy equipment around central Florida. I had to 

retire early due to arthritis in my neck and back. I am a member of the lake county 

humane society and a member of Trout Lake Society in Eustis also a member of the 

Amvets post 1992 in Mount Dora. I love reading, bicycling and playing with my dogs. 

The only thing I have planned in the future is a visit to Australia and New Zealand! 

Thanks 

 

Al Swinyard 

I was born in Wyoming and I’ve lived in New York, Illinois, and Michigan. 

I’m a Vietnam veteran with an MBA from the University of Michigan. Most 

of my career was working for large organizations in computer systems and 

technology.  I have two sons and six grandchildren in Florida and Texas. I was 

previously affiliated with UU Clearwater, and I moved here last April with my wife, 

Darian Walker. 

 

Darian Walker 

I was born in New Orleans and I grew up in Alabama and Florida. My BA 

is from Florida State (Go Noles!) and my graduate degrees are from USF.  

My career was teaching English and working with English teachers in 

middle and high schools.  I have one daughter in Washington, DC.  I was previously 

affiliated with the Methodist Church, and I moved here from Clearwater with my 

husband, Al Swinyard. 
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ON BECOMING A MISSIONAL CONGREGATION 

This past Spring, becoming a missional congregation was identified as one of five 

major recommendations for growing UUCLC in the Finance Committee report on 

UUCLC Growth.  The Board subsequently approved and prioritized going forward with 

the recommendations.   

A committee consisting of Karen Woolhouse, Karen Frank, and Barbara Marrow has 

been formed to lead UUCLC toward becoming a missional congregation.   

What Is a Missional Congregation?  UUA describes “Missional Congregations” as 

congregations that are making a significant difference in their local communities 

through dedication to a purpose/goal which the congregation as a whole embraces, 

and in which many members participate.  Furthermore, the community recognizes the 

congregation as being the driving force behind the achievement.   

Why Do We Care?  UUA has found that the successful and growing UU congregations 

today are the missional congregations.   Unchurched people today are attracted to a 

particular faith community not by the old social norms about Sunday morning church 

attendance, but by a congregation’s making a difference in the world.   People want to 

be part of making a difference.  Engaging in the community in a specific and visible 

way is a way for us to grow UUCLC.  

How We Will Become a Missional Congregation.  Our first step is to help congregants 

understand the concept of becoming a missional congregation and start to explore the 

idea.   In his book “More Than Numbers: The Way Churches Grow”, Loren Mead lays 

out a process for becoming a missional congregation, and this is what we will follow.  

Loren Mead makes the point that whatever valuable and inspiring purpose/goal we 

discover, there is a good chance that someone in the congregation is already involved 

with it.  To that end, our starting point this fall will be a congregation survey of UUCLC 

people to gather everyone’s ideas. 

Next, the committee will review survey results and start looking for a goal or purpose 

that addresses a need in our local community, and that the congregation as a whole 

would want to support and participate in at some level.   

 

Defining a specific goal or purpose which a majority of members can support and for 

which the congregation would be recognized in the community does not diminish the 

individual and small group contributions of our members.  It merely defines a more 

specific common goal that can unify and engage our congregants and provide some 

structure and direction to our efforts to “live our beliefs through service.”   
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What You Can Do.  Engaging in such a transformation clearly will be challenging, but 

we believe will be well worth it.  In the meantime, please start thinking about this idea.  

Let your committee know any thoughts or questions.  Participate in the survey when it 

is made available.  Remember, “Decisions are made by those who show up”. 

Those of us on the committee find it inspiring to think of becoming a missional 

congregation that is making a significant difference in our community and is recognized 

in the community for doing so.  How proud we would all be of our work, and of inspiring 

others who want to be part of making a difference to join us.   

We are your committee for this project, and we welcome your thoughts.  Thank you.   If 

you want to join us, please get in touch! 

Karen, Karen, Barb             

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF UUCLC BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEETING MINUTES 
  
For the past few months the minutes of the monthly meeting of the UUCLC Board of 
Trustees have been distributed widely via email.   This was intended to increase 
availability of the minutes to the congregation, as required by the bylaws. 
  
Feedback has been received that too many emails are being sent out, and that not 
many people really want to see the lengthy minutes.    The Board has therefore 
decided that starting with the August 2022 meeting, anyone who wishes to receive a 
copy of the monthly Board meeting minutes should send a request to Karen 
Woolhouse, Board Secretary, at woolhouse@earthlink.net 

 

 

mailto:woolhouse@earthlink.net
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Covenant Circles 
 

Covenant Circles are great places to get to know other people and to get to know 
yourself. Groups of 8-10 people meet regularly, usually once or twice a month.  Some 
groups meet for about 4 months, but some circles continue indefinitely.  The group 
decides for itself when to meet.  Over time, participants build deep connections with 
one another, with the congregation, and with the sacred. 
 
Whether the topic is “joy,” “mindful living” or “letting go,” the conversation is respectful 
and caring and leads to greater understanding.  Discussion topics are chosen by each 
group.  In each session, facilitated by a member of the congregation, all participants 
will have an opportunity to share their perspectives, tell their stories, and listen 
deeply.  The time together is structured:  Groups begin and end with chalice 
lighting/extinguishing, and include centering readings and often include a time of 
silence before the deep listening and sharing begins.   
 
Sign up sheets are in the narthex.  As soon as at least 8 have signed up in the 
narthex, we will start a new group.  That group will choose when to meet.  This is the 
best way to get to know others more deeply.  Many become deep friends for life.  I 
highly recommend joining a Covenant Circle for new members.  Talk to Chris 
Cleveland if you have any questions. 
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I invite you to experience “The Faith Club.” I first learned about the program from Barb 
Hill who said it was, “exceptional and worth bringing back to UUCLC.” The Faith Club 
is a reader’s theater and is not to be confused with a play.  
Dialogue from the book The Faith Club is abstracted to tell the real-life story of 3 
women, a Muslim, a Christian, and a Jew who seek each other’s friendship following 
the tragedy of 9/11 to explore their preconceived notions of each other’s faith tradition 
and what their faith really means to them.  
 
If you are curious like I am to experience what it takes to have meaningful and 
courageous interfaith conversations you will want to save the date for “The Faith Club,” 
taking place in the Sanctuary at UCCLC on Saturday October 8, 2022 from 4-6pm. 
This free event will include a discussion following the program and is open to the 
public. Please be sure to remember to wear a mask. 
 
A Reader’s Theater presentation by the Interfaith Council of Lake County licensed by 
the United Church of Christ at The Villages, hosted by the Social Justice 
Environmental Committee at UUCLC. 
 
Susan Zingale-Baird, szbaird@gmail.com 
Social Justice Environmental Committee 
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John Henry – Traditional Folk Ballad 
BY ANONYMOUS 

 
When John Henry was a little tiny baby 
Sitting on his mama's knee, 
He picked up a hammer and a little piece of steel 
Saying, "Hammer's going to be the death of me, Lord, Lord, 
    Hammer's going to be the death of me." 
 
John Henry was a man just six feet high, 
Nearly two feet and a half across his breast. 
He'd hammer with a nine-pound hammer all day 
And never get tired and want to rest, Lord, Lord, 
    And never get tired and want to rest. 
 
John Henry went up on the mountain 
And he looked one eye straight up its side. 
The mountain was so tall and John Henry was so small, 
He laid down his hammer and he cried, "Lord, Lord," 
    He laid down his hammer and he cried. 
 
John Henry said to his captain, 
"Captain, you go to town, 
Bring me back a TWELVE-pound hammer, please, 
And I'll beat that steam drill down, Lord, Lord, 
    I'll beat that steam drill down." 
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The captain said to John Henry, 
"I believe this mountain's sinking in." 
But John Henry said, "Captain, just you stand aside-- 
It's nothing but my hammer catching wind, Lord, Lord, 
    It's nothing but my hammer catching wind." 
 
John Henry said to his shaker, 
"Shaker, boy, you better start to pray, 
'Cause if my TWELVE-pound hammer miss that little piece of steel, 
Tomorrow'll be your burying day, Lord, Lord, 
    Tomorrow'll be your burying day." 
 
John Henry said to his captain, 
"A man is nothing but a man, 
But before I let your steam drill beat me down, 
I'd die with a hammer in my hand, Lord, Lord, 
    I'd die with a hammer in my hand." 
 
The man that invented the steam drill, 
He figured he was mighty high and fine, 
But John Henry sunk the steel down fourteen feet 
While the steam drill only made nine, Lord, Lord, 
    The steam drill only made nine. 
 
John Henry hammered on the right-hand side. 
Steam drill kept driving on the left. 
John Henry beat that steam drill down. 
But he hammered his poor heart to death, Lord, Lord, 
    He hammered his poor heart to death. 
 
Well, they carried John Henry down the tunnel 
And they laid his body in the sand. 
Now every woman riding on a C and O train 
Says, "There lies my steel-driving man, Lord, Lord, 
    There lies my steel-driving man." 
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Ways to Volunteer at UUCLC 
 

Read about all the committees at https://uulakecounty.org/connecting/committees/       
 
These committees need more members: 

• Lifespan Groups & Activities (education)-contact Chris Cleveland 

• Finance-contact Chris Higgins 

• Safety-contact Christina Wilkins 

• Membership-contact Janeane Reagan 

• Care & Connect-contact Janeane Reagan 
 
These tasks are available in technology-Training is provided: 

• Social media posting-contact Barb Marrow 

• Assist in AV Room-monitor Zoom-contact Henry Millat 

• Assist from home-monitor Zoom-contact Henry Millat 

• AV Room during Sunday 9:30 AM Discussion or special events-contact Henry Millat 
 
These social tasks are available: 
• Greeters at the Sunday services- two greeters are needed each Sunday. (One-to 

approach visitors, find out who they are and invite them to sign the book and get a 
name tag.  The second will greet returning members and friends.)-contact Wendy 
Pacek 

• Covenant Circle facilitator-training available-contact Chris Cleveland 

• Volunteer Sunday morning childcare providers(on-call, if children show up)-contact 
Sylvia Wince 

 
These physical tasks are available: 

• Grounds keeping--trimming, weeding, trash removal-contact Christina Wilkins 

• Light cleaning/pick up and periodic washing of table linens-contact Christina Wilkins 

• Lead hymn singing for the congregation during Sunday services.-contact Kit Tatum 
 
This organizational task is available: 

• Assist with coordination of special events and rentals.-contact Christina Wilkins 

• Assistant building/events coordinator-This person would become Christina’s alternate 
in meeting contractors at the building and helping with the coordination of events 
hosted at the building.  Requirements:  an interest in "tinkering" and keeping the 
facility ship-shape!-contact Christina Wilkins 

 

https://uulakecounty.org/connecting/committees/
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Meditation for All  

Mondays at 6 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
 

Everyone is welcome.  Various group members take turns leading meditation each 
week.  Most people lead a meditation using the Insight Timer phone app or play some 
relaxing music.  There is usually some discussion before and after the meditation. If 
you have any questions, email                                                                                                                            
Chris Cleveland at chriscleveland1951@gmail.com.  Namaste 

 

 

The Dharma Group 

First Wednesday of every month 5:30-7:00 p.m. via Zoom 

The Dharma Book group has changed its format for the summer months.  The format 
is opening with Chalice Lighting and quote, Dharma Talk (audio or video for about 20 
minutes), discussion and meditation.  We will continue to meet every other week on 
Zoom. 

In September or October, we will begin reading a new book. The two current choices 
are 'The Book of Joy' by Dalai Lama and Desmond TuTu  or 'The Art of Happiness' by 
the Dalai Lama. 

'The ultimate source of happiness is within us.' the Dalai Lama and 'We grow in 
kindness when our kindness is tested'.  Archbishop Desmond TuTu 

The group wishes to give others an opportunity to try the Sangha Dharma Book group 
by easing into it with the new Dharma Talk format.  All are welcomed. You do not need 
to have prior Buddhist study. 

If you have questions, contact Janeane Reagan at janeane99@gmail.com 

mailto:chriscleveland1951@gmail.com
mailto:janeane99@gmail.com
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About Membership:  

We are starting a series of articles about membership and the activities of the 

membership committee.  

One of the goals of the membership committee is to welcome visitors to our church 

and foster an informative and supportive path to becoming an official part of our 

congregation. The membership committee works to integrate new members and 

friends into the church family by helping them to connect with activities that fit their 

interests and meet their needs. Frequent follow up is part of that process.  

Our first topic this month is the different categories of relationship a person can have 

with the church.  These are set forth in our bylaws. (The areas of red are additions or 

clarifications beyond the bylaws) 

Categories of Membership: 

1.  A Voting Member is any Member who has attained the age of eighteen (18) 

years and has been a Member of the Congregation for at least thirty (30) 

days.  Only Voting and Associate Members may vote at Congregational 

Meetings. 

2. An Associate is any person who meets the requirements of Full Membership 

as described in Article B1 above, who is a member of another Unitarian 

Universalist group and has chosen that group as their primary Congregation.  

Such a person may become an Associate Member by so indicating when 

signing the Membership Book. (Are usually Snowbirds) 

Associate Members will not serve on the Nominating Committee or the 

Committee on Shared Ministry and will not be included in the count of Members 

for the certification report required by the UUA, Florida District or Cluster. 
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Full and Associate Members are eligible to act as follows: 

 

                    a.    Vote on questions before the Congregation 

                    b.    Serve as Chairs of Committees 

                    c.    Serve as Members of a Committee 

   d. Have access without fee to services such as child dedications, 
weddings and/or commitment ceremonies, memorial services, and 
memorial stone dedication ceremonies for themselves or immediate 
family members only. 

   e Receive the UUA publication “UUA World”-Associate members receive 
this through their primary congregation.  

There shall be a 30-day waiting period between becoming a Member or 

Associate Member and having the Voting privilege. 

 

3.  A Friend is a person who is in sympathy with UUCLC objectives and principles 

and who attends activities and contributes financially to the Congregation, but who 

does not wish to become a Member.  Friends are eligible to serve on Committees 

and programs; however, only Members may serve as Committee Chairs or on the 

Board of trustees, or as a Member of the Nominating Committee or the Committee 

on Shared Ministry. 

4.  An Honorary Member is one who is no longer able to participate in the 

activities of the Congregation but who wishes to retain Affiliation. They may be 

elected to become an Honorary Member of the Congregation upon (i) 

recommendation of the Membership Committee, (ii) favorable action by the Board, 

and (iii) notification to that person that Honorary Membership has been conferred. 

 

C.  Removal of Membership 

The official Roster of Members shall be reviewed at least annually.  A Member’s 

name shall be removed from the Membership Roster for any one of the following 

reasons: 

 

1. The Member’s death 

1. Written request by the Member to the President 

2. A period of inactivity over one (1) year, pending review by the Board 

3. No response to inquiries after a period of one year 



   
  The Communicator of the UUCLC                          21                                                     September 2022 

 2019 

       August 2019 2019 

4. Removal by a two-thirds (2/3) vote a quorum of the Board present at a 

meeting for actions that threaten the well-being of the Congregation 

 

We understand that people have very personal reasons for choosing to become a 

voting member or selecting to be a friend while remaining active and financially 

supportive of the church.  It is important to understand what each category includes 

when deciding what works best for you.  

It is not uncommon for folks who have attended for many years to think that they are 

automatically members without realizing that membership is a formal process. 

Likewise, some who are listed as Friends in the data base may not know that they are 

in that category and that Friends are expected to help support the church. They are 

encouraged to pledge, as that helps leadership plan for the coming year, but they are 

not required to pledge. Contributing with a check or putting cash in an envelope with 

your name on it helps the finance committee know that you are contributing. Any 

contribution fills this requirement, so please help us to know that you are contributing.  

The amounts of pledges or contributions are kept confidential by the treasurer and 

assistant treasurer.  The membership committee is only informed of whether or not a 

person has contributed within the fiscal year. This information is needed when the 

yearly review of the data base is undertaken.   

If you have any questions about membership or about your current status with the 

church, please contact Janeane Reagan at office@uulakecounty.org  

Learn more about the membership committee’s activities in upcoming issues of The 

Communicator. Next month, learn more about the orientation classes presented by the 

membership committee.   

 

 

Recitatif, a story by Toni Morrison, presents an interesting take on 
race. 
 
Two eight year old girls meet in a shelter for children. Twyla and 
Roberta are their names. One is black; the other is white. They 
become roommates and friends. The author never discloses which 
child is black and which child is white. The reader is left to guess.  
 
Sadie Smith wrote the introduction. A 40 page novelette, this book 
would make a good book club read.  You can check Recitatif out at 
Lake County Libraries: Fic Morrison, T.  

mailto:office@uulakecounty.org
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Some new Randy Wayne White novels have been added to the Florida Collection of 
the UUCLC Library.  Please take a look. 
 
Julie Champion  
UUCLC Librarian  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Racial Healing Sessions 
 

Racial Healing Session #4 
Saturday, September 10, 10:00AM - 12:30PM – Featuring Courtlandt Butts 
Union Congregational Church, 302 North Street & Clair Abrams Ave., Tavares, FL.  

Racial Healing Session #5 
Saturday, September 24, 10:00AM - 12:30PM – Featuring the Pathways to Racial 
Healing Group Lake David Center, 450 S. Lake Avenue, Groveland, FL.  

Racial Healing Session #6 
Saturday, October 22, 10:00AM - 12:30PM – Featuring Courtlandt Butts Location - 
TBD  

Racial Healing Session #7 
Saturday, November 19 – 10:00AM - 12:30PM – Featuring the Pathways to Racial 
Healing Group Martin Luther King Center, 510 North Baker Street, Mount Dora, FL.  

Racial Healing Session #8 
Saturday, December 3 – 10:00AM - 12:30PM – Featuring Ruth King Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation, 1235 Mt Homer Road, Eustis, FL.  

Email: alcohealing@gmail.com or call Terri McConnell @ 952-451-9361 to register or if 
you have any questions. Additional sessions will be offered in 2023. 


