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           UUCLC Information & Contacts 
  

Address: 1235 Mt. Homer Rd., Eustis, FL 32726 
Mail address: PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL  32727 
Office Phone: (352) 805-8451 
Email contact: office@uulakecounty.org 
Website: www.uulakecounty.org 
  

              Officers                                 Trustees          
Russ Littlefield, President                Julie Twist 
Janeane Reagan, Vice President    Pete Conde 
Henry Millat Secretary                    Wendy Pacek 
Christina Wilkins, Treasurer 
Chris Higgins, Asst. Treasurer 
 

Committee Chairs 
Membership – Julie Twist 

WRaP (Sunday Services) – Val Conde 
Building and Grounds – Christina Wilkins 

Music – Kit Tatum 
Finance – Chris Higgins 

Social Justice/Environment – Barbara Hill 
Communications– Christy Millat 

Lifespan Faith Development – Christie Cleveland 
Hospitality – Bernie Greenberg 
Safe Congregation – Julie Twist 
Care and Connect –Lois Sanford 

Technology – Val Rosado 
Technology Administration –Val Rosado 

Library – Julie Champion 
 
The Communicator is published monthly. 
Editor:  Christy Millat   Phone: 248-921-0541   
Email: UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com 
Submit articles for the October Communicator by 
Monday, September 27. 
 

  The 
Communicator

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake County 
   

          

                               

 
Check out our new Website 

www.uulakecounty.org on September 1 
 

Sunday Services via Zoom 
 

September 5     Rev. David Crump 
September 12   Rev. Joe Donotone 
September 19   Rev. Byrd Tetzlaff 
September 26   Rev. Kathy Schmitz 
 

September Birthdays 
Kristen Hughes 
Phyllis Gillette 

Connie Sanford 
Judith Havens 

 
If you have not shared your birthday with us, 
please email christy.millat@yahoo.com so we 
can wish you a happy birthday too. 
 

A Message from the UUA President 
The COVID-19 pandemic is the most 
significant and life-altering event of my 
lifetime. And there is a seductive urge to wish everything could return to “normal.” But 
what has become abundantly clear in this crisis is that we cannot go back. The deadly 
effects of what was considered normal, or business as usual, are 
undeniable.        Susan Frederick Gray, President of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association 

mailto:UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com
http://www.lakecountyuu.net/
http://www.uulakecounty.org/
mailto:christy.millat@yahoo.com
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President’s Message: 
 
We Are a Justice Choir 
 
Last Sunday I was blown away by a song sung near the end of 
the service.  It was called “Justice Choir” and it was written and 
sung by Peter Mayer.  Now in one way, it was not surprising that 
this song had such a strong effect on me.  I have had similar 
experiences with other Peter Mayer tunes, and I know other folks 
have as well.  Some years ago, we invited Sarasota musician 
Mindy Simmons to be our guest speaker.  Before one of her 
songs, she spoke of hearing Peter Mayer’s song, “Holy Now” for the first time and 
saying, “Yes,” that’s it, isn’t it.”  What she meant was that even though the song speaks 
of Mayer’s personal experience of conversion from Catholic to Unitarian Universalist, it 
could describe her own and many others’ religious evolution as well - whether Catholic 
or not.  
 
That song ends with this affirmation of the natural world and of life:   
 
This morning, outside I stood 
And saw a little red-winged bird 
Shining like a burning bush 
Singing like a scripture verse 
It made me want to bow my head 
I remember when church let out 
How things have changed since then 
Everything is holy now 
It used to be a world half-there 
Heaven’s second rate hand-me-down 
But I walk it with a reverent air 
Cause everything is holy now 
 
If you are not familiar with Peter Mayer, you need to know that he is one of our greatest 
UU song writers and musicians.  He helped us dedicate our church on January 28,th 
2018.In songs like, “Holy Now,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiypaURysz4     
“God is a River,” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5a6zK6Sn4o   
and “One More Circle” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksd0ACUvGdow    
he tells stories about finding one’s religious truth.  
 
If you have been with us for a while, you know that we frequently sing his earth anthem 
called “Blue Boat Home’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhsXl1_rEwI about 
sailing the ocean of the universe on a Blue Boat we call home.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiypaURysz4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5a6zK6Sn4o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksd0ACUvGdow
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhsXl1_rEwI
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I knew nothing about “Justice Choir.” The first thing that got my attention was its 
pounding beat and then I focused on the lyrics and WOW!  They came at me out of 
that determined, pounding beat and, like Mindy Simmons when she heard “Holy Now,” 
I thought, Yes, that’s it!  That’s us. That’s UUCLC. We are lighting “a great big fire” that 
can dispel darkness, stand up to lies, tear down walls, speak up for the weak and the 
poor, and defend the earth and life.  
 
The flame in our chalice is meant for that.  Our social justice and environment 
committee is doing that.   
UUCLC is a Justice Choir. 
 
As I said, this was the first time that I had heard this song and so I did not realize that, 
though the singing of a choir can be perceived in the way that I perceived it, as a 
metaphor for social justice activism, the song was actually written to support a 
Minnesota-based social justice initiative aimed at forming justice choirs, literal choirs, 
around the nation that can respond to social justice and environmental issues.   
 
Here is how it might work.  Imagine that when Unitarian Universalists joined others in 
fighting the importation of the statue of Confederate General Kirby Smith into the Lake 
County Museum, a local choir had stood in the foyer outside the County 
Commissioners’ Chambers and sang gospel songs like, “Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody Turn 
Me ‘Round.”  How cool and maybe effective would that be? 
 
The hope is that many social justice choirs singing to message around local social 
justice and environmental issues can be a vehicle for discussion and action on local 
community issues and pressing current events.  The movement even has its own 
songbook which can be downloaded for free. Here is a link to the Justice Choir 
movement. https://www.justicechoir.org/     
And here is a link to Peter Mayer’s song, Justice Choir: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYzZR3bfGLo   
And, finally, here is a link to Sunday the 22nd’s service: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/.    
 
On our sanctuary wall hangs a handmade banner that depicts many hands, cut out 
from the tracings of the actual hands of many of our summer congregants, cupped into 
the form of a chalice. Under the chalice are these words from the song “Spirit of Life”: 
“Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice.”  In this church we don’t just sing a 
“righteous song,” but we raise our voices up higher to be “singers in the Justice Choir.”         
 
Take care of yourselves and I will see you soon in church.  Russ 

 

https://www.justicechoir.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oYzZR3bfGLo
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/


   
 

 The Communicator of the UUCLC                          4                                                      September 2021 

 2019 

       August 2019 2019 

 2019 

 
 

JUSTICE CHOIR 
 

If you want to shout, want to right some wrong 
You can sing about it in a righteous song 
And if you want a way to raise your voice up higher 
You can be a singer in the justice choir 
 
If you are a citizen heavy of heart 
You can take a tenor or an alto part 
You can be a flame in a great big fire 
You can be a singer in the justice choir, and 
 
CHORUS: 
Sing Out! Make a better world 
Make a sound wave like a flag unfurled 
Sing out like a liberty bell 
Ring out the truth you tell 
Sing Out! Make it be known 
Sing like the trumpets of Jericho 
Sing out at the tyrant's wall 
Sing until the last brick falls 
Sing about courage in the face of fear 
Sing about light when the darkness nears 
Sing about truth to the shameless liar 
Sing about freedom in the justice choir 
Sing about the weak in the halls of power 
Sing about the earth in a desperate hour 
Sing about the poor when the rich conspire 
Sing about love in the justice choir. 
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Website Refresh – We Have a New Look and a New Address! 
 

A while back, the Communications Committee decided our website needed work and 
determined that the best way to approach it was to start fresh.  And so we did.  Given 
our combined level of expertise, and the “while we’re at it” suggestions along the way, 
it’s been quite an adventure! 
The new site is up and running with a new address: https://uulakecounty.org.  Our 
contact email has changed accordingly to office@uulakecounty.org.   
The site is a variation on a theme offered to congregations by UUA, so we now have a 
similar look and feel to many other UU congregations.   
Rest assured, if you go to the site that has been in place all this time, you will 
automatically be redirected to the new site.  And if you use the former contact email, 
we will still receive it. 
Here’s a preview of the new site.  We hope you like it.   
 
 

 
 

The Communications Committee—Barbara Marrow, Val Rosado, Kristen Hughes, 
Christy Millat, Ted Fessler 
 

If you would like to be part of the Communications Committee, 
please let one of us know.  We especially need someone who 
is adept with social media.  We also need a photographer.   
 

https://uulakecounty.org/
mailto:office@uulakecounty.org
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Spotlight – Julie Twist 

 

 
When I asked Julie Twist to be my spotlight subject for this month and she agreed, I 
sent her a copy of my interview outline.  I usually get the person’s information and then 
interview them for other details and clarifications, but consistent with the quality of work 
that is Julie, I got back a bio that is concise, candid and better than anything I could 
write about her. So I am using her own words to let our congregation better know this 
lovely person who we are so fortunate to have among us.  

 
“I moved to Florida in 2016 after retiring as the nurse manager for public health nursing 
in Fremont County, Wyoming. I had worked as an RN since 1988. In 1991, I obtained a 
bachelor’s degree in nursing from the University of Texas Health Science Center in 
San Antonio, Texas. 
 
Thanks to my time in the army in the 80s, my very conservative upbringing in rural 
Wyoming was opened up to so much and my world view changed forever! 
 
I had learned of UU online in the early 2000’s and attended The Church of the Larger 
Fellowship for a time and never forgot how much it resonated with me. When I got to 
Lake County, I found there was an actual UU congregation.  I quickly joined UUCLC 
and dove in headfirst.   I currently serve as the chairperson for the Membership and 
Safe Congregation committees. I get to work with smart and heartfelt UUs. I also 
facilitate the Leadership Council (I am not in charge of this! (LOL).  I recently was voted 
in as a trustee for the Board of Trustees.  It has all been a labor of love and I want to 
thank everyone for allowing me to serve! 
 
I have 2 adult children; a son and a daughter to whom I am very connected and I have 
4 grandchildren. I am blessed, I am lucky and I get to have fun with these people! 
 
I love reading, hiking and spending time in nature. It can be the ocean or the Rocky 
Mountains; nature and animals are my passions. I love wildlife and nature 
photography, and consider myself an activist on a very small scale. I care deeply about 
the environment and social justice for all people.” 
  
Julie lives in Clermont, Florida with her beautiful boxer dog.   
Thank you so much Julie for “diving right in.”  
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KEEP THE CARE RALLY  

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 

 

Our UUCLC Social Justice and Environment (SJE) 
Committee wants UU members to be informed about 
the potential loss of a major source of local funding for 
indigent health care.  Florida Representative Anthony 

Sabatini has convinced the Chair of the North Lake County Hospital District Board to 
eliminate the funding by setting the tax millage at zero. A public hearing on the millage 
rate will be held on Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 5:30 p.m. in the County 
Commission Chambers in the Round Administrative Building in Tavares.  Here is some 
background information: 

·         In 2016, 59% of voters in the Hospital District voted to continue the taxing 
district for another 10 years. The tax can be no higher than one dollar per year on 
every $1,000 in real estate value, minus exemptions. 
·         Hospital District funds pay for emergency care, hospitalizations, primary 
care, dental care, and mental health and drug abuse treatment.  Services are 
provided through six community clinics and three not-for-profit hospitals -- Advent 
Waterman, Leesburg Regional, and Life Stream.  Annually, these funds provide 
over 12,000 patient encounters. Two of the clinics are hosted by churches with 
many volunteers keeping costs low.   Emergency room care, on the average, is 
three times more costly than clinic care.  
·         The ten million dollars in Hospital District funds infused annually into our 
local economy create jobs, provide state of the art medical equipment, keep our 
emergency rooms and hospitals from overflowing, keep costs down with 
preventative care and education, keep families from being forced into 
bankruptcy, and reduce human suffering.  All of that helps the entire 
community.  Clearly, taxpayers get a huge return on their investment. 

   
            How can you show your support for fully funding the Hospital District?  Please 
attend the “Keep the Care” Rally at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, September 9, 2021 in 
front of the Round Administrative Building in Tavares.  Please bring water and an 
umbrella to keep cool.  Our SJE Committee will have signs, but other signs are 
welcome.  After the rally, please attend the Hospital District meeting at 5:30 p.m.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Jane Hepting at 352-250-
6771 or hepting.jane@gmail.com.  

                                       
 
 

mailto:hepting.jane@gmail.com
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HEROES AMONG US 

 
Those of you who are familiar with the books The Devil in the Grove and Under a 
Ruthless Sun by Gilbert King may remember the name Virgil Hawkins.  He was 
instrumental in desegregating the law schools which had formerly been for whites only.  
He went on to pay it forward by representing the oppressed in racially-biased Lake 
County.  His memorial is on display in downtown Okahumpka right next to the post 
office.  While there you might like to take a drive through the neighborhoods of 
Okahumpka and see how little has changed.  The work continues… 
 


