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June 6 Rev. Randy Granger “Valuing the
Wrydness of Soul Wisdom in the Stages and
Ages of Life- Listening to our Inner Elder- the
Sage of the Heart”
June 13 Rev. David Crump “Going to the
Mountain: A Meditation on Geography and
Spirit”
June 20 Rev. Byrd Tetzlaff “Forgotten Lives”
June 27 off
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Julie Twist
Janeane Reagan, Vice President Pete Conde
Dottie Beebe, Secretary
Wendy Pacek
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Committee Chairs
Membership – Julie Twist
WRaP (Sunday Services) – Val Conde
Building and Grounds – Christina Wilkins
Music – Kit Tatum
Finance – Chris Higgins
Social Justice/Environment – Barbara Hill
Communications– Christy Millat
Lifespan Faith Development – Christie Cleveland
Hospitality – Bernie Greenberg
Safe Congregation – Julie Twist
Care and Connect –Lois Sanford
Technology – Val Rosado
Technology Administration –Val Rosado
Library – Julie Champion
The Communicator is published monthly.
Editor: Christy Millat Phone: 248-921-0541
Email: UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com
Submit articles for the July Communicator by
Friday, June 25.

June Birthdays
Christy Millat
Pam Ward
June Sweeten
James Hill

If you have not shared your birthday with us, please email christy.millat@yahoo.com so
we can wish you a happy birthday too.
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President’s Message
At our last Board of Trustees meeting on May 23rd we covered
several topics that will interest our Congregation. I am going to
touch on some of them here. I remind you that Board meetings are
always open to Members and Friends and time is always designated
for those who wish to speak about concerns they may have.
Reopening: If things continue as they are, I feel confident we will
have a reopening in September. In the meantime, again if things
keep going as they are, I am pretty sure we will be having some activities in our
building in July and August. The Safe Congregation Committee and the Board are just
trying to figure out how to do all this in a way that is safe for our members, friends, and
guests; vaccinated and unvaccinated.
Solar: As you likely know if you are a Member or Friend, our congregation is taking a
big step towards going solar. Our solar contractor is getting the necessary approvals
and we hope to see something happening on the grounds by Fall.
Website: Our Communications Committee is developing a new website in
consultation with a resource person that we found through the UUA. Barbara Marrow
is spearheading this effort and will be presenting her progress to Leadership Council
and the Board each month. In the meantime, the Communications Committee is
keeping our current website up to date.
General Assembly: GA will be opening on June 23rd and closing on June 27th. GA is
where the future of our national organization is mapped out. It now looks like we will
have three of our members looking in virtually. The UUA has been undergoing
significant change in terms of the composition of its leadership and its approach to
social justice, so this should be an interesting meeting. It will be virtual.
Finally, the Finance Committee and the Board continue to encourage every member to
send in their pledge. We have had a strong response to our call for pledges so far, but
we are still short of our budgetary goal, so we really need everyone to come through.
There are several ways to submit your pledge or to donate. You will find them in the
Sunday Bulletin. I am reprinting them here for your convenience.
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 You may pledge and donate by credit/debit card on our website:
www.lakecountyuu.net. Click the red DONATE TO UUCLC button and follow
instructions.
 Mail a check to UUCLC, P. O. Box 1761,
Eustis, FL 32727- 1761 Attn: Treasurer. Your
donation will support church operations unless
you indicate a special purpose in the memo line of the check

 Set up automatic payments with your bank – Call your bank or set it up yourself
online. Designate Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake County FL
(UUCLC) as the payee, and have the check mailed to: UU Congregation of Lake
County FL, P.O. Box 1761, Eustis FL 32727-1761

 Download the APP “Give+” from the Apple App (Apple Devices) or Google Play
(Android devices) to your smart phone or computer. Select our church in Eustis
FL, follow instructions and enable regular giving.

And here is one more way. If you wish, you can fill out the form on the last page of this
newsletter and mail it to UUCLC, PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL 32761-1761. Below the
form is a chart that can help you figure out how much you might give based on your
income.
Thank you to all who contribute to our UU community.
Russ
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Social Justice Lecture Series Continues June 13, 2021

The UUCLC’s Social Justice and Environment Committee announces that the
third and final Online Social Justice Lecture Series on saving our environment will be
held at 7 p.m. on Sunday, June 13, 2021. The topic is Beautiful Lake County:
Reducing Our Carbon Footprint. Dr. Brittany Sellers will explain how the City of
Orlando is reducing its carbon footprint and how smaller counties can do the same. As
the Assistant Director of Sustainability and Resilience in the City of Orlando's Green
Works Office, Dr. Sellers is advancing and supporting policies and programs designed
to meet the City's ambitious sustainability and climate goals, as well as creating the
City's first resilience plan. After her lecture, she will entertain questions from the public.
Please join us by phone or through the internet using Zoom. To preregister, click on
this link:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYqceCuqDIsHdf0p6wgECXpot4LvpOWMu2E
Zoom will confirm your registration by sending you a link to use on June 13th.
Our Social Justice Lecture Series will be suspended during July and August, and
then resume in September.

The Communicator of the UUCLC
2019

4

June 2021

The Communicator of the UUCLC
2019

5

June 2021

GET INVOLVED AT UUCLC!

This has been a long year of staying home and staying safe. Now that things are
opening up, it’s time to get out there and get involved again. The best way to get to
know your fellow UUs is to join a committee and get involved in keeping UUCLC
strong.
All committees can use your help. Pick one and give the chairperson a call or email to
get started. Do you like talking with people? Maybe the Membership Committee
would be a good spot for you. Do you have experience with video, audio or internet
communications? The Communications Committee would love to have you. Do you
have an education background? Lifespan Faith Development might be the spot for
you. How about gardening? Building and Grounds is always looking for helping
hands. Take a look at the list of committees on page one and choose a spot for you to
get started. Any questions, give Christy Millat at call at 248-921-0541 or email
christy.millat@yahoo.com. Let’s get involved!

AN EASY WAY TO HELP UUCLC

Do you shop at Amazon? Did you know that Amazon will make a donation to your
favorite charity every time you make a purchase? All you have to do is log on to
Smile.Amazon.com when you are shopping and the donations will be automatic.
When logging into Smile for the first time, choose a charity, hopefully UUCLC, and
that’s it, a percentage of each purchase will be made quarterly to UUCLC. If you use a
mobile app, download the Smile app from your app store. If you have any questions,
email Christy Millat at christy.millat@yahoo.com or go to Amazon.com and search on
Smile. Happy shopping!
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Thoughts on Hurricane Planning
I have lived in Florida for almost 5 years now and got my first taste of hurricane fury when Irma roared
through. I had volunteered at a shelter at the Astatula grade school and when I returned home, I had
power but my one and only tree had been shredded. My neighbor had some kind of metal sticking out
of her roof and one neighbor said he rescued a baby alligator trapped in a culvert. Other people
across Lake County weren’t as lucky and it took a long time for many Floridians to get their lives back
on track.
I remember from living in the mountain west relearning how to drive in snow every year and that was
an inevitable part of winter. It’s different here in Florida. We must prepare for “maybe”; that dreadful
possibility of a hurricane or a severe tropical storm coming our way. They say it will most likely be an
active hurricane season this year. So, I am going to try to do better with my planning and not just put
the “maybe” out of my mind hoping for the best…I am going to put together a plan and I invite you to
do the same!
I have attached a disaster emergency planning checklist and I have some questions for you:
1.How will you receive emergency alerts and warnings ?
2.What is your shelter plan ?
3.Do you need an evacuation route ?
4.What is your family/household communication plan ?
5.Do you need to update your emergency preparedness kit ?
If any of these questions resonate with you, please click on the link provided.
Be sure to keep your cell phone charged when a hurricane is in the forecast. It is recommended that
you purchase a backup charging device to power your electronics. Save phone calls for emergencies.
Phone systems are often down or busy after a disaster. If possible, use text messages or social
media to communicate with family and friends.
Lastly, check with neighbors, senior adults, or those who may need additional help securing hurricane
plans to see how you can be of assistance. If you know that others are concerned about your welfare,
check in and let folks know you are ok. And don’t be afraid to ask for help. Our UU culture is based
on loving and caring for our fellows. Helpful links have been provided above to assist you or others.
Stay safe out there! We are all looking forward to the day when we can get together in person and we
want to see you!!
With love and friendship,
Julie Twist
Safe Congregation committee member
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FLORIDA LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OVERVIEW OF 2021 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
When I was employed as an attorney for a County Commission in South Florida,
we used to say: “no one was safe when the legislature is in session!” This was
especially true this year. This is a brief overview of the important bills passed:
Session Overview
The Legislature operated under strict COVID public access restrictions, eliminating in
person Senate committee meetings allowing for public testimony from the Leon County
Civic Center. The House authorized limited access to committee hearings though a
laborious pre-approval and verification program. The legislative process was
conducted mostly without in person public access, leaving the halls of the Capitol,
typically bustling with advocates, remarkably empty and quiet.
Billions of dollars are being devoted to the environment, including $100 million for the
cleanup and closure of the Piney Point phosphate plant that threatened to flood
hundreds of Manatee County homes in early April. More than $750 million is going to
maintenance and construction projects for schools, colleges, and universities.
Lawmakers avoided cuts to hospital funding, and additional federal dollars allowed the
state to pay for the one million Floridians who joined the state’s Medicaid rolls during
the pandemic. Teachers, police, firefighters, and paramedics can expect $1,000
bonuses. Lawmakers also chose to permanently halve the state’s share of affordable
housing money, using the rest on flooding projects and wastewater programs. Instead
of $423 million for affordable housing this year, the program is getting $209 million.
This is funding from the Sadowski Affordable Housing Trust Fund the GOP legislature
has been raiding over the past two decades – now, unfortunately, the cuts are
permanent. Additionally, due to the federal infusion of funds, legislators appropriated
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$500 million for teacher pay increases, 3% across-the-board pay raises for all state
employees, $100 million for Florida Forever, $650 million for water/Everglades, and
fully funding Visit Florida.
Legislators returned to Tallahassee on May 17 for a special session to approve the
ratification of a multi-billion-dollar gaming deal with the Seminole Tribe of Florida that
the governor was instrumental in negotiating. Governor DeSantis has estimated that
the agreement would help raise $2.5 billion in new revenue over the next five years
and $6 billion through 2030. The arrangement now runs for the next 30 years.
Unfortunately, it opens to the door to further casinos favorable to other areas. These
need approval by referendum.
Top Priority Opposition — Senate Bill 90 – Election Administration
After days of contentious debate and last-minute amendments bouncing between
chambers, the Republican-controlled state House and Senate came to an agreement
and party-line votes approved Senate Bill 90 on the eve of Florida’s final day of the
legislative session.
The bill, which DeSantis signed into law, creates restrictions such as adding new ID
requirements for voting by mail, limits who can return a completed mail-in ballot,
prohibits the use of nonprofit and private funds to conduct elections, expands partisan
observation power during ballot tabulation, and creates additional restrictions for drop
box use.
The bill is part of a Republican-led effort nationwide to restrict voting access at the
state level in the wake of record turnout in last November’s elections. A tally by the
Brennan Center for Justice at New York University found that 361 bills with provisions
that restrict voting had been introduced in 47 states as of March 24. In the last month,
the effort to restrict voting has intensified as state legislatures begin to head into the
final months of their respective sessions. No Supervisors of Elections in Florida
approved this law.
The biggest changes in the bill involve limits and restrictions on ballot drop boxes, used
by around 1.5 million Florida voters in the 2020 election. The legislation cuts access to
drop boxes by limiting their use to early voting hours unless they are located at election
supervisors’ offices. All drop boxes must always be staffed in person by election
supervisors’ office workers if they are in use. The bill also requires supervisors to set
and publish drop box locations 30 days before the election. Those locations cannot be
moved for any purpose. The bill says election supervisors can be subject to a $25,000
penalty if they do not adhere to the new drop box rules.
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The League is the lead plaintiff in a lawsuit brought alongside Black Voters Matter
Fund, Florida Alliance for Retired Americans, and several individual Florida voters to
challenge Senate Bill 90. The lawsuit’s filing came minutes after the measure was
signed into law by DeSantis.
Top Priority Opposition — House Bill 1 – Combating Public Disorder
After a session of trying to fight off a bill that would hinder our right to peacefully protest
and force harder punishments for people who are in violation to this new law, the
Florida Legislature passed HB 1, a priority for DeSantis. The House passed HB 1
through all its committee stops and on the floor. However, the Senate never heard the
companion bill throughout committee weeks. It was not until President Simpson pulled
SB 484 and referred it to the Senate Appropriation committee, where it was heard and
passed after hours of debate by senators and testimony from the public. Eventually it
was passed by committee and on the Senate floor.
DeSantis held a press conference on the 19th of April to sign the bill into law.
Here is what the final legislation entails:
 Allows prosecutors and local officials to appeal to the state if a municipality tries
to cut its police budget amid calls to cut or defund the police.
 It makes battery on a law enforcement officer “in furtherance of a riot or an
aggravated riot” punishable by at least six months in prison. “Willfully and
maliciously” pulling down a memorial or historic property would be a seconddegree felony, a penalty that critics said would protect Confederate monuments.
 The bill also makes it a third-degree felony to participate in a riot, which is
defined as three or more people acting in common to “assist each other in violent
and disorderly conduct” that results in injury, property damage or “imminent
danger” of injury or property damage.
 The measure also creates a defense in civil lawsuits if the plaintiff’s injuries were
caused while participating in a riot or unlawful assembly. Critics said that would
protect counter protesters from liability if they drove through a demonstration and
killed a person.
It is my understanding this law is being challenged also.
Other Legislation
Senate Bill 48/House Bill 7045 – Educational Scholarship Programs (Issue: Education)
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A bill touted as the nation’s largest expansion of school voucher programs is headed to
DeSantis after both chambers agreed to make more students eligible for state
scholarships to pay for private schools or other private educational services. The
League fought this bill all session long. The Florida House’s version of the voucher
school legislation passed was the final version passed. Supporters in both chambers
said it would give more Florida parents educational options outside public schools by
making more children — including those living in families of four earning nearly
$100,000 — eligible for vouchers, which were initially created to help children living at
or below the poverty line. Critics, including the League, let it be known that the
legislation was a vehicle for sending more taxpayer money to unregulated private
schools that, unlike public schools, do not have to hire college-educated teachers,
make public student test scores or graduation rates or face consequences if their
students do not make academic gains. The GOP legislature has been draining public
school funds and sending them to unregulated voucher schools and religious schools
for decades.
House Bill 259 – Safety of Religious Institutions (Issue: Gun Safety + Education)
House Bill 259 addresses the possession of a concealed weapon or firearm for
defensive or other lawful purposes on property used by a religious institution that is colocated with a school. Under existing law, a person who has a concealed weapon or
firearm license may legally carry a firearm inside a church, synagogue, or other
religious institution. However, the person is generally prohibited from carrying a firearm
on property that is in an area where firearms are prohibited, such as a school. Under
the bill, a person who has a concealed weapon or firearm license may carry a
concealed weapon or firearm on the property of a religious institution regardless of
whether the property is also used as a school.
The bill further states that it “does not limit the private property rights of a church,
synagogue, or other religious institution to exercise control over property that the
church, synagogue, or other religious institution owns, rents, leases, borrows, or
lawfully uses.” Accordingly, religious institutions and owners of property borrowed or
used by a religious institution may continue to regulate and prohibit firearms on their
own property.
The League made it clear in the legislative committee process, that the safety of
religious institutions is a valid concern given the shootings in Charleston and
Pittsburgh. Most Florida churches and houses of worship already permit firearms.
Expanding concealed carry to churches with schools on property, or where churches
rent space from schools is extremely concerning. It is also reckless. The League
subscribes to the evidence that more guns do not keep people safer, they do the
opposite. The individuals who may carry concealed weapons need only the training
required to obtain a concealed weapons permit, which is minimal.
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Senate Bill 1890 – Campaign Financing (Issue: Election Reform)
Senate Bill 1890 adds political committees sponsoring or in opposition to constitutional
amendments proposed by initiative to the list of entities subject to a $3,000 contribution
limit from a person or political committee. The contribution limit will no longer apply to
such a political committee once the Secretary of State has issued a certificate of ballot
position and a designating number for the proposed constitutional amendment.
The bill preempts local governments from enacting or adopting:
 Contribution limits that differ from existing limits specified in statute.
 Any limitation or restriction involving contributions to a political committee or an
electioneering communications organization; or
 Any limitation or restriction on expenditures for an electioneering communication
or an independent expenditure.
 The bill also revises the authorized methods for disposing of surplus campaign
funds to (a) prohibit a candidate from donating such funds to a charitable
organization by which he or she is employed; and (b) eliminates restrictions on
which candidates may donate to which government funds to allow all candidates
for state and local office to deposit surplus funds in the general revenue fund of a
political subdivision, the state General Revenue Fund, or the Election Campaign
Financing Trust Fund.
DeSantis signed this measure on May 7th, and the ACLU of Florida has filed a lawsuit
against it.
House Bill 7051 – Law Enforcement and Correctional Officer Practices (Issue: Juvenile
Justice)
Despite quick turnaround on the legislation, which wasn’t submitted until last week,
House Bill 7051 is the product of months of negotiations between House leadership,
the Florida Legislative Black Caucus, and stakeholders like law enforcement. The
police reform bill would call for basic training on proportional use of force, including deescalation techniques and intervening in another officer’s excessive use of force and
chokeholds. Chokeholds, which became central to national conversations around the
use of force after Floyd’s death, could only be used when an “officer perceives an
immediate threat of serious bodily injury or death to themselves or another person,” the
bill outlines.
The legislation also creates the “Kaia Rolle Act,” which would prevent children younger
than 7 from being arrested or charged with crimes that aren’t forcible felonies. Adding
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this piece to the larger package was crucial for the League has it has been a top line
priority for our Juvenile Justice Action Team.
It was quite a legislative session. There are numerous other bills emanating from this
legislative session. If you have questions regarding any of these issues of any one I
did not enumerate, please let me know.

Barbara Hill, Social Justice and Environment Committee

Summer Solstice June 20, 2021

The Communicator of the UUCLC
2019

14

June 2021

PLEDGE CARD
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake County
For July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022
I / We commit to supporting the UU Congregation of Lake County with our financial
pledge.
I / We pledge $_____________ (circle) weekly

monthly

quarterly

annually

for a total of $______________per year,
to support the UUCLC Budget for fiscal 2022.

Name: _____________________________________
Date: ____________________
Name: ______________________________________
Date: ____________________
It is understood that if our financial situation changes significantly, I / we will contact the
Treasurer to decrease or increase this pledged amount.
Progressive Guidelines for Pledging
Annual
Income

Percent
Pledge

Annual

Monthly

Pledge

Pledge

$10,000

2%

$200

$17

$25,000

3%

$750

$63

$50,000

4%

$2,000

$167

$100,000

5%

$5,000

$417

Send completed pledge card to UUCLC, PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL 32727 or email to
office@lakecountyuu.net. Thank you!
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