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           UUCLC Information & Contacts 
  

Address: 1235 Mt. Homer Rd., Eustis, FL 32726 
Mail address: PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL  32727 
Office Phone: (352) 805-8451 
Email contact: office@lakecountyuu.net 
Website: www.lakecountyuu.net 
  

              Officers                                 Trustees          
Russ Littlefield, President                Lois Sanford 
Janeane Reagan, Vice President    Pete Conde 
Wendy Pacek, Secretary                 Ted Fessler 
Christina Wilkins, Treasurer 
Chris Higgins, Asst. Treasurer 
 

Committee Chairs 
Membership – Julie Twist 

WRaP (Sunday Services) – Val Conde 
Building and Grounds – Christina Wilkins 

Music – Kit Tatum 
Finance – Chris Higgins 

Social Justice/Environment – Barbara Hill 
Communications– Christy Millat 

Lifespan Faith Development – Christie Cleveland 
Religious Education – Sylvia Wince 

Hospitality – Bernie Greenberg 
Safe Congregation – Julie Twist 
Care and Connect –Lois Sanford 

Technology – Val Rosado, Kristen Hughes 
Technology Administration –Val Rosado 

Library – Julie Twist 
 
The Communicator is published monthly. 
Editor:  Christy Millat   Phone: 248-921-0541   
Email: UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com 
Submit articles for the February Communicator 
by Monday, January 28. 
 

  The 
Communicator

 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake County 
    
                    Like us on Facebook!  facebook.com/UUlakeco 
          

                              

  
 

If you aren’t receiving the weekly eblast which 
contains the Zoom links for Sunday Services 
and other meetings, request to be added to the 
list at office@lakecountyuu.net. 
 
January 3   Rev. Libby Moore   “When All Else 
Fails, Reboot” 
 

January 10  Rev. Erin Walter     “The World’s 
on Fire (and We Still Fall in Love)” 

January 17   Rev. Lori Staubitz   “Bridges Across 

the Color Lines”  

January 24   Rev. Byrd Tetzlaff   “What We Leave 

Behind”January 31   No service today.  We are 

giving our hard-working Tech Team a day off.  

   

January Birthdays 
Pete Conde 

Dian Joy 
 

If you have not shared your birthday with us, 
please email christy.millat@yahoo.com so we 
can wish you a happy birthday too. 
 

mailto:UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com
http://www.lakecountyuu.net/
http://www.facebook.com/UUlakeco
mailto:office@lakecountyuu.net
mailto:christy.millat@yahoo.com
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President’s Message  

                               What a Year! 
 
It is easy to look back on 2020 and lament.  It was indeed a 
nightmare year for everyone.  It certainly was for UUCLC as we 
closed down our building and went virtual.  But some good things 
have come out of it.  As we enter the new year, I want to express 
my gratitude for a few of them.   
 
So here is what I am grateful for: 
 
For all those who have stuck with us.  Who have made pledges and honored them. 
Who have attended Sunday services.  Who have come to committee meetings and 
who have enabled the activities of this church to continue. 
 
For those who have stepped up and learned how to do what needed to be done.  This 
includes Zoom and our new church management software, IconCMO.  
 
For those who have spent countless hours planning and rehearsing virtual services. 
 
For those who have made calls to members to check up on them and who have 
offered words of encouragement to those who needed them.  
 
For those who made the Social Justice Lecture series possible. It has showed the 
community what we stand for and introduced UU to a whole new audience. 
 
For those who planned events in our parking lot and online. 
 
For those who showed up at these events and who did it safely.  
 
For those who worked at making our building and property attractive - who realize that 
our grounds are a kind of ministry.   
 
For our commitment to antiracism. It has fruitfully manifested itself in our Lifespan and 
Social Justice activities.   
 
For those who are dissatisfied with our website and have dedicated themselves to 
doing something about it.  
 
For those who never give up on making the world greener.  This includes our 
immediate world - our property and our building.    
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For all those who played a role in the visioning process.  It  gave us all (individuals, 
committees, and congregants), some valuable perspective on who we are and where 
we are heading.   
 
To members, former members, and friends who did not forget us even though they 
moved away.  
 
Thank you to all of you.  May 2021 be a year of renewal and recommitment to the 
things that make life just and beautiful.   
 
Russ 
 
 
 

 
 

 Volunteer needed:  UUCLC needs a volunteer to serve as our activities/events 
coordinator.  The person in this role would act as a clearing point for any requests to 
schedule a new activity or event.  The request would be forwarded to the appropriate 
person or committee for review and approval. Examples:  Any outside requests for 

building use would be forwarded to Christina Wilkins; new classes to Chris Cleveland, 
chair of Life Span Faith Development; concerts for congregation to fundraising and to 

the board.   
This is an excellent time to get started in this job while our activities are limited and to 
be ready for the time when we will open the church and resume regular functions.   
Presently, all requests for activities or events go through Janeane Reagan until a 
volunteer steps forward.  Janeane will initially work with the volunteer to help them gain 
knowledge of the screening and referral process.  Please contact Janeane at 
janeane99@gmail.com if you are interested in volunteering or if you have questions about 
this important way of serving our congregation.   

 

mailto:janeane99@gmail.com
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Thank you so much for your generosity during the Christmas season. I’m always 
amazed how giving this congregation is. The next drop off at the church is on Sunday, 
January 17, from 3:00-4:00. As you know Lake Care needs non-perishable food and 
you may consider food for pets. Personal items such as soap and toothpaste are 
welcome also. Open Door will welcome any of the following: snack foods, protein bars, 
fruit snacks, breakfast cereals, chips/pretzels, paper products, plastic eating utensils, 
small paper plates, 8 oz. styrofoam cups, bottled water, coffee, juice boxes, disposable 
razors, deodorant, bug spray, sun block, Chapstick, wash cloths, laundry detergent 
pods, dish soap pods, sponges/scratch pads, sandwich/quart/gallon baggies. Please 
check your expiration dates. Checks and cash are always welcome. Thank you for 
your participation and I am looking forward to seeing you, Jane Lovejoy. 
 

 

 
New Covenant Circle is Forming 

 Covenant Circles are groups of 6-10 people who meet monthly to get to know 
others more deeply and to practice “right relations”.  By coming to agreements 
(covenants) about how we engage with each other, we feel safer, and create sacred 
space.  We talk and listen mindfully, sharing our successes, struggles and ideas.  
Whether the topic is “joy”, “mindfulness”, or “letting go”, the conversation is respectful 
and caring and often leads to insights.  In each session, facilitated by a member of the 
congregation, all participants have an opportunity to share their perspectives, tell their 
stories, and listen deeply.                                                                                      

A new Covenant Circle is beginning on January 14th, 2021 at 1-3 pm on Zoom.   It 
will meet the 2nd Thursday of each month.  If you are interested in joining contact 
Chris Cleveland at chriscleveland1951@gmail.com.  The group is limited to the first 10 
who sign up.  You do not need to be a member to join. 

mailto:chriscleveland1951@gmail.com
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CAN YOU HELP US BETTER PLAN FOR UUCLC’s NEXT 6 MONTHS? 
 
 
A note from your UUCLC Treasurers: 
 
As you know, our capable volunteers have been providing a variety of virtual services 
even though we cannot be in our building.  We are very grateful for their tireless efforts.  
 
We continue to pay bills and support various programs. So far, we have been able to 
cover our expenses, and thank you for your ongoing contributions.   
 
In the past, we have been able to project our income based upon committed member 
pledges.  But this year, many people have been contributing, even though they have 
not formally pledged. This makes it difficult for us to project whether we will be able to 
meet our expenses through the end of the fiscal year (June 30, 2021). 
 
So, if you forgot to formally pledge, or if you are not sure how to do so, please call or 

email one of us.  The pledge information we need is your name(s), and the dollar 

amount of your planned contribution for the next 6 months (January - June 30, 2021).  

This will really help us out! 

 

Christina Wilkins (Treasurer) – clwfl@hotmail.com  352-250-9124 
 
Chris Higgins (Asst. Treas.) – cphiggins14@yahoo.com  352-483-2049 
 
If you prefer, you can mail the information to UUCLC Treasurer, P.O. Box 1761, Eustis, 
FL 32727-1761.  
 
Thanks for your contributions, and Happy New Year!! 
 

 
In-Person UUCLC Tai Chi class  

Beginning Tai Chi class will now be available in our 
UUCLC parking lot on Mondays from 11 am-noon, 
beginning Dec. 7th.  We will be learning Tai Chi for 
Arthritis, which was adapted by Dr. Paul Lam from the 
ancient Sun style tai chi.  It is gentle, slow-motion martial 
arts movements done smoothly and mindfully.  The 
class will be taught by Chris Cleveland, who has been 
trained by one of Dr. Lam’s master instructors.  Tai chi 
has been shown to increase one’s immunity, 

mailto:clwfl@hotmail.com
mailto:cphiggins14@yahoo.com
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Moving Toward Antiracism (MTA) Zoom Discussion Group 

1st and 3rd Fridays from 1-3 pm 

(Not meeting on Jan. 1; Meeting on Jan. 29 instead) 
 

This Zoom discussion group is now open to anyone in our greater community.  We use 

the study of books and movies, introspection, courage, authentic discussion and deep 

listening to help participants to recognize how the system of racism shapes their lives, 

how we uphold the racial system, how we might interpret it, and how we can personally 

become less racist.  We will be discussing movies in January, and then discuss Ibram 

X. Kendi’s book How to be an Antiracist in February.  

 
MTA-January Movie Discussion Schedule 

January 15-Black Panther (Disney + or rent on Amazon Prime-$3.99) and 
                   Mudbound (Netflix) 
 
January 29-Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (Netflix) and 
                   Against All Odds:  The Fight for a Black Middle Class (PBS) 

 

If you have any questions please contact Chris Cleveland at: 

chriscleveland1951@gmail.com.   

The Zoom link will be published in the Sunday Bulletin before each MTA meeting.  To 

be added to the email list for the Sunday Bulletin, email a request to 

christy.millat@yahoo.com.   
 

   
 

mailto:chriscleveland1951@gmail.com
mailto:christy.millat@yahoo.com
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SOCIAL JUSTICE LECTURE SERIES RESUMES THIS JANUARY 
 

The UUCLC’s Social Justice and Environment Committee is pleased to announce the next three 
Online Social Justice Programs, all of which will be devoted to ending racism.   These 
presentations are free and open to the public and are made possible by the expertise provided 
by the UUCLC’s Zoom Tech Committee.  Each presentation starts at 7 p.m.  

        Sunday, January 10, 2021:  Healing Racism.  Ruth Anne Bergeron King, a local 
blues artist and author, will share her music and new memoir, Zebra: Lost and Found 
between Two Races, about growing up half Black and half White. 

        Sunday, February 14, 2021: Confronting Racism. Rev. Sandy Haxton will monitor 
a panel discussion by three faith leaders -- Pastor John Christian, Rev. David Crump, 
and Rev. Michael J. Watkins -- on identifying and confronting racism. 

        Sunday, March 14, 2021: Living Racism.  Cassandra Brown and Mae Hazelton, 
co-founders of 2020 All About the Ballots, will present a 90 minute interactive 
learning experience to show what living in the racial wealth gap is like. 
  

          A link to register for each live presentation can be found on our 
website at www.lakecountyuu.net.  Every UU member is urged to invite others to attend this 
series.   Videos of all past Online Social Justice and Environment Committee programs are on 
our You Tube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/.   Feel 
free to share this link with others you think might enjoy these programs. 
If you have any questions, contact Jane Hepting at 352-250-6771. 
 
 

 

http://www.lakecountyuu.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/
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FROM YOUR SOCIAL JUSTICE AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE 

ANOTHER ENVIRONMENTAL DEBACLE: 
MULTI-USE CORRIDORS THROUGH FLORIDA’S  

DIMINISHING WILDERNESS AND FARMLAND 
 
In 2019, the Florida Legislature considered an idea sponsored by Senate President Bill 
Galvano and his allies.  They proposed a project called the Multi-use Corridors of 
Regional and Economic Significance Program (which they dubbed M-Cores).  This 
project is anticipated to traverse a total of 330 miles of roads through uninhabited 
wilderness and farmland, at a cost of more than twenty-four billion dollars, claiming it 
would be a benefit to the State. Unfortunately, it appears to be another legislative 
boondoggle. Many environmental groups raised, waved, and continue waving, red 
flags since these roads will endanger and destroy large expanses of Florida’s 
remaining rural lands, encourage unfettered growth, pollute waterways and threaten 
not only the habitat of the black bear, but threatens the annihilation of the Florida 
panther.  The Nature Conservancy calls it an “existential threat.” 
 
To their credit, the Florida Department of Transportation (Department) included several 
environmental groups in their task force studies and requested they provide 
recommendations to the Department to minimize potential harms to these rural 
communities and to protect their environmental resources. The environmental task 
forces agreed to participate in the planning and worked tirelessly evaluating the need 
for the roadways, benefits to the areas, as well as the harmful impacts.  Unfortunately, 
at the outset, it was made clear the task forces would not have a final say as to the 
actual transportation need, nor the financial feasibility of the roads.  
 
The final reports were sent to the governor suggesting the toll roads cannot be justified 
at this time.  All the reports concluded: “The Task Force did not reach a conclusion, 
based on the information available at this time that there is a specific need for a 
completely new greenfield corridor or modifications of existing facilities through the 
study area to achieve the statutory purpose.” (A “greenfield” corridor is a new road in 
an area where a road currently does not exist).  In fact, the report stated: “there is a 
preference for improvement or expansion of existing major highway corridors.” 

There is no reason to believe a delay in the feasibility studies scheduled to begin early 
next year will occur or whether any consideration will be given to the reports 
establishing recommendations and guidelines for FDOT to follow.  How and whether 
FDOT will utilize the information in the reports will not be clear until after it proceeds 
with the process.  Lindsay Cross, government relations director of the Florida 
Conservation Voters, a group protecting water and conservation lands, called the 
process “rushed,” saying M-CORES needs more data and meaningful public input.  
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The No Roads to Ruin Coalition, another opposition group, says the final reports “are 
nothing to celebrate,” and called the process “flawed.” 

“The governor and Florida Legislature, based on erroneous claims, believe the creation 
of unnecessary toll roads are the path to economic prosperity, safety, and 
environmental protection,” No Roads to Ruin Coalition said in a statement. “Spending 
any more time or resources on M-CORES comes at the expense of completing a 
backlog of water quality and transportation infrastructure upgrades that address current 
needs. Investing in outdated transportation and urban sprawl development models is 
an irresponsible approach for a state on the front lines of climate change. Florida’s 
rapidly growing population depends on the environmental and agricultural resources 
that will be destroyed if these roads are built.” 

Barbara Hill 
Chair, Social Justice and 
Environment Committee 
 
 

 
 
Do you have digital photos of events and people at UUCLC?  We are updating our 
website and would love to include some of these pictures.  Email them to 
christy.millat@yahoo.com.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:christy.millat@yahoo.com

