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UUCLC Information & Contacts
Address: 1235 Mt. Homer Rd., Eustis, FL 32726
Mail address: PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL 32727
Office Phone: (352) 805-8451
Email contact: office@lakecountyuu.net
Website: www.lakecountyuu.net

If you aren’t receiving the weekly eblast which
contains the Zoom links for Sunday Services
and other meetings, request to be added to the
list at office@lakecountyuu.net.
February 7 Rev. David Crump “Where Do
We Go From Here?”
February 14 Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop
"Transfiguration, an Ecumenical View"
February 21 Rev. Byrd Tetzlaff "Boston Cream
Pie Theology: the differences between
Unitarianism and Universalism”
February 28 No service today. We are giving our
hard-working Tech Team a day off.

Officers
Russ Littlefield, President
Janeane Reagan, Vice President
Wendy Pacek, Secretary
Christina Wilkins, Treasurer
Chris Higgins, Asst. Treasurer

Trustees
Lois Sanford
Pete Conde
Ted Fessler

Committee Chairs
Membership – Julie Twist
WRaP (Sunday Services) – Val Conde
Building and Grounds – Christina Wilkins
Music – Kit Tatum
Finance – Chris Higgins
Social Justice/Environment – Barbara Hill
Communications– Christy Millat
Lifespan Faith Development – Christie Cleveland
Religious Education – Sylvia Wince
Hospitality – Bernie Greenberg
Safe Congregation – Julie Twist
Care and Connect –Lois Sanford
Technology – Val Rosado, Kristen Hughes
Technology Administration –Val Rosado
Library – Julie Champion
The Communicator is published monthly.
Editor: Christy Millat Phone: 248-921-0541
Email: UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com
Submit articles for the February Communicator
by Wednesday, February 24.

February Birthdays
Val Rosado
Carl Scott
Barbara Marrow

If you have not shared your birthday with us, please email christy.millat@yahoo.com so
we can wish you a happy birthday too.
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President’s Message

An Important UUA Draft Statement of Conscience on Intersectional White
Supremacy
Again and again during the discussion of the proposal for selling
land, the question of who we are was somehow touched on. What
gives us our distinctiveness? This is the foundational question for all
UUs and one that we are called on to frequently examine. Indeed,
such questioning is an essential part of our faith and we need to
pursue it collectively as a part of the Unitarian Universalist
Association and singly as individual congregations.
Who we are is defined largely by the things we value most highly. Emerson identified
these values as the things we worship: “A person will worship something, have no
doubt about that. ... That which dominates our imaginations and our thoughts will
determine our lives and our character. Therefore, it behooves us to be careful what we
worship, for what we are worshipping, we are becoming.” This is true for the UUA as
well as for UUCLC.
Individually and collectively, we are struggling to change our identity which has been
too much bound up with white supremacy in ways we hardly realized. It is truly an
existential challenge and one that I truly hope our association of congregations can
survive.
Dealing with white supremacy outside and inside of our movement is the subject of a
proposed Statement of Conscience* that will be discussed and perhaps voted on at
2021’s General Assembly. It is called “Undoing Intersectional White Supremacy: A
Call to Prophetic Action.” While the most blatant manifestation of white supremacy is
racism, white supremacy is far more pervasive and subtle. It affects our economy, (who
gets rich, who doesn’t); our democracy (who gets to hold office, who does not); our
environment (what gets protected, what doesn’t); and on and on (gender, age, sexual
orientation, religion, art, for examples). You get the idea. It permeates our culture.
And these inequalities tend to reinforce one another, a concept called
“intersectionality.” Thus the title of the UUA’s Statement of Conscience: “Undoing
Intersectional White Supremacy.” The Social Justice and Environment Committee has
added our voice to those supporting the consideration of this statement for adoption in
the 2021 General Assembly. You can read the full statement here.
https://www.uua.org/action/process/csais/undoing-intersectional-whitesupremacy/draft-soc-undoing-intersectional-white
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The UUA has passed 15 Statements of Conscience since the year 2000 (I counted, so
don’t hold me to it too strictly). Among them have been statements on the corruption of
our democracy, immigration, civil rights, the threat of global warming, ethical eating,
and economic injustice. Even though we would likely agree with most of these
important statements, I suspect many of us do not know that they exist, let alone what
they say. Let’s make it a goal to learn how these statements evolve (they are grass
roots initiatives from member congregations), how they develop (through discussions
within the Association’s member congregations), and how they are adopted (in General
Assembly).
In addition to Statements of Conscience, there are many other kinds of statements
adopted at General Assembly that reflect our UU identity. As a congregation, we have
gotten pretty good at paying attention to the injustices and moral problems that arise
here, on a local level. As we mature, we really do need to pay much more attention to
the rest of the UU world. That might help provide us with a little more UU fire.
Oh the Land, the Land, Yes the Land.
The Board has done everything it can to explain why we are advocating for the sale of
up to six acres of land through a negotiating team representing the Board. The Board
has put forward a proposal that every member has had a chance to read and they
have invited your questions and comments in two meetings, in emails, and by phone.

Sometime during the week of January 31 - February 6, ballots will be sent to all our
voting members. Now it’s up to those members to decide whether the proposal is
adopted or not. I will say this, the Board is unanimous in its support of the proposal and
all of our past Presidents, Betty Emery, Chris Higgins, and Bill Hermann support it as
well. You will soon be receiving your ballot. It is due by Feb 12th. Vote yes or no, but
please vote.
Russ
*A Statement of Conscience” is a formal statement, usually of several paragraphs,
explaining the UUA’s position on an important moral/social issue. It is officially adopted
(or not), at the UU General Assembly after being studied and modified, usually over a
period of four years.
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Spotlight
On a couple of Sundays a month, those of you who tune into our
Sunday Zoom services are greeted by the warm inviting smile of
Chris Cleveland. Chris is one of our devoted service leaders who
work with the WRaP and tech teams to make our services happen.
Chris is an ultimate Michigander. She grew up near Saginaw and
attended Michigan State where she got her degree in physical
education and minored in social science. After college she took a
teaching position in the school district where she taught for 31 years. Chris describes
the Morrice district as small, having no more than 50 kids per grade. She taught
middle and high school. In addition to PE, she taught classes in health, sex education
and consumer economics.
Chris said she always had to be physically active and involved right from childhood.
While she did not learn to swim until the 6th grade (after several attempts), she loved it
so much that she taught swimming in the summers for many years. When she retired
from teaching at age 53, she went to work for the local YMCA and the Senior Center.
She specialized in senior fitness, water classes and Tai Chi. In her mid-fifties she
started taking Tai Chi and went on to get training that allowed her to teach it,
something which we, at UUCLC, have greatly benefited.
Many of us at UUCLC know Chris’ husband, Bob Cleveland who has graced our walls
with his wonderful photographs of nature and for his passionate support of social
justice and environmental issues. Chris and Bob met in high school and dated until
Bob, who was a year ahead of Chris , went off to college. They reconnected when she
was a freshman and married the next year. Owosso, Michigan is where they settled
down to raise their family. They have two daughters, one living in San Francisco who
has one child and the other daughter is just a half hour from their home in Michigan.
Chris and Bob spend their summers there and are very involved with their two local
grandchildren.
Chris’s journey to UU started with her upbringing in the Episcopal Church where she
was very active. After she and Bob were married they did not attend any church.
When their girls were young they decided they needed to find a church community and
Bob wanted to sing in a choir, so they tried several different ones. When they attended
UU they quickly realized that it was a perfect fit for their values and priorities. In her
usual style, Chris became an avid worker in their local UU church starting in 1991.
Chris’s parents retired to Tavares in 1983 and Chris and Bob visited each winter.
While they were here, they attended UUCLC in the Women’s Center. In 2014 they
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started renting a winter home in Tavares and became active with the UUCLC
congregation and Rev. Susan Barryman. While Chris’s participation was limited to the
winter months, in this era of Zoom, we have been fortunate to have her all year round.
The first winter that she and Bob spent in Tavares, Bob organized our first MLK parade
participation, as well as the Georgefest parade and Chris was right there with him.
Chris has been an important member of the WRaP team. She participates in social
justice events such as marches and the social justice speaker series. She is currently
the chair of the Life Span Faith Development committee which coordinates our many
classes and the children’s education program. She is currently facilitating a Zoom
discussion group on anti-racism.
Music is an important part of Chris’s life. She describes singing in the choir as a
spiritual practice. Recently she has resumed our Tai Chi classes outside the church.
Chris also values her involvement in the Covenant Groups at UUCLC where she says
she feels safe to be herself and loves getting to know people more deeply.
Chris remains very physically active in her retirement in both Florida and Michigan.
Besides Tai Chi she kayaks, plays tennis and each summer she and Bob travel to a
national park where they camp and hike. On January 2 they celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. Congratulations Chris and Bob and thank you both for your
commitment to UU.

In-Person Tai Chi Class
Mondays from 11 am-noon
In-Person UUCLC Tai Chi class is now available in our UUCLC parking lot on
Mondays from 11 am-noon. There will not be class on February 15th. We will be
learning Tai Chi for Arthritis, which was adapted by Dr. Paul Lam from the ancient Sun
style tai chi. It is gentle, slow-motion martial arts movements done smoothly and
mindfully. The class will be taught by Chris Cleveland, who has been trained by one of
Dr. Lam’s master instructors. Tai chi has been shown to increase one’s immunity.
You will need to wear two face masks (new CDC recommendations), social distance
(6’), and use hand sanitizer before and after class. Do not come if you are sick or have
a fever. There are no bathrooms available.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
UUCLC needs a volunteer to serve as our activities/events coordinator. The person in
this role would act as a clearing point for any requests to schedule a new activity or
event. The request would be forwarded to the appropriate person or committee for
review and approval. Examples: Any outside requests for building use would be
forwarded to Christina Wilkins; new classes to Chris Cleveland, chair of Life Span Faith
Development; concerts for congregation to fundraising and to the board.
This is an excellent time to get started in this job while our activities are limited and to
be ready for the time when we will open the church and resume regular functions.
Presently, all requests for activities or events go through Janeane Reagan until a
volunteer steps forward. Janeane will initially work with the volunteer to help them gain
knowledge of the screening and referral process. Please contact Janeane at
janeane99@gmail.com if you are interested in volunteering or if you have questions about
this important way of serving our congregation.
The Communications Committee would also welcome new members. We are
especially in need of people who are knowledgeable about web design and/or
maintenance. Community outreach experience would also be a welcome addition. If
you have interest in joining this committee, contact Christy Millat at
christy.millat@yahoo.com or 248-921-0541.

SAVE THE DATE—FEBRUARY 14, 2021, 3:00-4:30 PM
BAKE SALE TO BENEFIT LAKE CARES AND OPEN DOOR
Is your mouth watering yet? Don’t miss the Valentine’s Day bake sale for charity. See
your friends (at a safe distance) and go home with goodies for you and your
sweetheart. All proceeds go to Lake Cares and Open Door so we all have a Happy
Valentine’s Day! Please bring goodies to sell and $ to buy. Masks are required.
Bernie Greenberg
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Moving Toward Antiracism (MTA) Zoom Discussion Group
1st and 3rd Fridays from 1-3 pm
This Zoom discussion group is now open to anyone in our greater community. We use
the study of books and movies, introspection, courage, authentic discussion and deep
listening to help participants to recognize how the system of racism shapes their lives,
how we uphold the racial system, how we might interpret it, and how we can personally
become less racist. We will be discussing Ibram X. Kendi’s book How to be an
Antiracist in February. It is available on both Kindle and regular book form. Our
schedule is listed below.
MTA-February Discussion Schedule
February 5-How to be an Antiracist-chapters 1-8
February 19-How to be an Antiracist-chapters 9-18
If you have any questions please contact Chris Cleveland at:
chriscleveland1951@gmail.com.
The Zoom link will be published in the Sunday Bulletin before each MTA meeting.
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SOCIAL JUSTICE LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES
The UUCLC’s Social Justice and Environment Committee is pleased to report that over 100
people linked onto this year’s first Online Social Justice Lecture. On January 10, 2021, Ruth
Anne Bergeron King, a local blues artist and author, shared her music and new memoir, Zebra:
Lost and Found between Two Races, about growing up half Black and half White. Her
presentation was titled Healing Racism, and was the first in a three part series on
racism. Please join us for the next two parts, both of which will begin at 7 p.m.:
 Sunday, February 14, 2021: Confronting Racism. Rev. Sandy Haxton will monitor
a panel discussion by three faith leaders -- Pastor John Christian, Rev. David Crump,
and Rev. Michael J. Watkins -- on identifying and confronting racism.
 Sunday, March 14, 2021: Living Racism. Cassandra Brown and Mae Hazelton,
co-founders of 2020 All About the Ballots, will present a 90 minute interactive
learning experience to show what living in the racial wealth gap is like.
A link to register for each live presentation can be found on our
website at www.lakecountyuu.net. Every UU member is urged to invite others to attend this
series. Videos of all past Online Social Justice and Environment Committee programs are on
our You Tube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/. Feel
free to share this link with others you think might enjoy these programs.
If you have any questions, contact Jane Hepting at 352-250-6771.

DO YOU HAVE OLD PHOTOS FROM UUCLC GATHERINGS?
Do you have digital photos of events and people at UUCLC? We are updating our
website and would love to include some of these pictures. Email them to
christy.millat@yahoo.com. We would also love to have a volunteer to take pictures at
our various gatherings. Email Christy Millat at the above email address to volunteer.
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The Moving Toward Antiracism discussion group enjoyed a lively discussion of August
Wilson’s play and movie “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom.” The play is set in Chicago in the
1920s, and deals with issues of race, art, religion, and the historic exploitation
of black recording artists by white producers. The play's title comes from Ma Rainey's
song of the same name, which refers to the Black Bottom dance. With lyrical language
and the emotional power of the blues as staples of his work, Wilson collected
innumerable accolades, including seven New York Drama Critics’ Circle Awards; a
Tony Award for 1987′s “Fences”; and two Pulitzer Prizes for “Fences” and 1990′s “The
Piano Lesson.”
The U.S. Postal Service issued the August Wilson Black Heritage stamp on January
28, 2021. This Forever stamp was dedicated during a virtual ceremony and is now
being sold at Post Office locations nationwide and online at usps.com/wilsonstamp.
“The Postal Service is honored to issue the August Wilson Forever stamp,” said
dedicating official Joshua Colin, vice president, Delivery Operations, U.S. Postal
Service. “Wilson is hailed as a trailblazer who brought fresh perspectives and
previously unheard voices to the stage.”
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Dear UU members and friends,
It was such a delight to be with you, even virtually, on Sunday, Jan. 10. Thank you to
your wonderful worship team for creating together and to all of you for showing up in
the spirit of community. I hope we can stay connected through music and dance! To do
that:
1) You can sign up for my music newsletter at https://ParkerWoodland.com. Nothing
means more to a musician -- during these hard times when we cannot be playing
live -- than to share our songs with folks online.
2) I’d love to see you Fridays at 10am Central time on Zoom to dance! All welcome!
Dance for Body and Spirit (akin to Zumba) is at this link weekly:
https://zoom.us/j/3330426480?pwd=a1BXQW9FVFlzWGRBTlVJSTdwdVBuZz09
Meeting ID: 333 042 6480
Passcode: letsdance
It’s so much fun, whatever your experience or not with Zumba. All ages (including
kids), genders, abilities and fitness levels welcome. If you have any tech troubles or
questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at erinjwalter@gmail.com.
Wishing you all a joyous year ahead! Keep singing!
In support,
Rev. Erin Walter
Austin, TX
ErinWalter.com
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