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If you have not shared your birthday with us, please email christy.millat@yahoo.com so
we can wish you a happy birthday too.
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President’s Message
Meeting The Challenge
by Russ Littlefield and Chris Higgins
In a time when the news is often not so good, here is some good news. Christina
Wilkins, our negotiator for a land sale, announced at the last Board of Trustees’
meeting that we now have a contract for the sale of 1.8 acres of our land. The contract
is with a developer who plans to add this property to adjacent property to build upscale
private homes. Christina was able to get the price the congregation agreed to. The
contract will be settled once all the permits are obtained by the builder, perhaps
sometime in the fall. We expect this money will help us with some badly needed
capital projects.
The second piece of good news is that Barbara Marrow has successfully spearheaded
UUCLC’s most recent effort to bring solar to our building. The result of the solar
committee’s efforts recently came together when Christina Wilkins once again used her
negotiating skills to work out a contract with Optimus Solar. The agreement, if
approved by the Voting members of the Congregation, will bring 24kW of electric
power to our building, which translates into an estimated $358 savings per month off
our current electric bill. The installation will be ground mounted on the west side of our
building. The project will be presented at a future meeting at which time Members will
have an opportunity to ask questions and to vote their approval or disapproval.
So here are a couple of important things to keep in mind. First, if the developer is
unable to get the requisite permits, the sale will not go through. Second, if the contract
is settled, most of the money (75%) will be reserved for capital projects, not for the
general fund — the money that we use to finance our building expenses, our religious
service expenses, and our committee activities. And even the money that goes to our
general fund will be carefully used. What does this mean for us, the folks who donate
to UUCLC? It means that our contributions to UUCLC, the money around which we
build a budget, remains the principal source of our income. It means that it is as
important as ever that we continue to pledge.
Like everything else this year, our pledge drive is made more difficult than usual. Over
the past months, our UU community has faced and met many challenges requiring
each of us to make changes in our lives. In some cases, challenges have sparked
creativity and opportunity, and we are grateful to our Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Lake County (UUCLC) for providing continued support to our
members as well as to the wider community during this time of uncertainty and anxiety.
The true test of a congregation’s vitality is how it responds to crisis and if you need
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proof of our vitality, just think about how we have lifted up our faith to ourselves and to
the community in this time of stress.
We began with reflection. We established a vision to guide us. Here, broken into
sections, is the statement that the Visioning Committee came up with.
We envision ourselves as a “thriving, dynamic, liberal, and welcoming congregation.”
As “offering sanctuary to our members and the community at large.”
As a beacon to open-mindedness because we will foster “justice, peace and equality in
all that we do.”
We will be guided to these goals “by dedicated and compassionate leadership.”
We continued with action. Here’s what we did:
Went political.
We joined the UU the Vote campaign. UU the Vote is a non-partisan campaign,
first proposed by our President, Susan Frederick Gray, to promote “core
Unitarian Universalist values—values of interdependence, democracy, human
worth and dignity, the richness of pluralism and diversity, and the inborn right of
all peoples to self-determination and agency.” We allied with others in our wider
community and had significant success in increasing the voter base in Lake
County. And UU the Vote continues with the monitoring of Florida and national
legislation and inviting response.
Went digital. Thanks to the hard work of our Tech and Communication Committees,
we learned how to do Virtual Services. Our worship committee (WRaP) brought
in stimulating speakers from around the country and the world who appeared
virtually. As a consequence, we have greatly enlarged our perspectives about
Unitarian Universalism and what UU Community means. One other significant
thing to come out of this is the addition of an after-service discussion, often with
the speaker present.
Engaged the wider community. Our Social Justice and Environment Committee
(SJE), created a Social Justice Lecture Series that introduced our commitment to
social justice and the environment to our wider community. A consequence of
this series is that we discovered new partners in our effort to create a better
world.
Took on racism. Our Lifespan Committee has offered and still offers reading and
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discussion opportunities to become more effective in confronting racism. The
discussions gave participants an opportunity to confront their own racism and to
deepen their understanding of racism in this country.
And SJE helped initiate a national program called “Courageous Conversation”
which provides a proven model for creating racial understanding among its
participants. Terri McConnell, one of our allies, secured a grant from the Global
Foundation for sessions. Some of our members, as well as some key players in
the community have received training in this conversational method and we
expect that we will soon have several courageous conversations in the wider
community.
Sponsored Solar United Neighbor’s campaign to bring solar to private homes in
Lake County. As a result of this effort, more homes in the County now have solar
on their roofs and as discussed above, we soon may have our own solar
installation.
Supported through our donations of goods and money, Lake Cares, Open Door,
Trout Lake Nature Center, and The Farm Workers Organization.
Established a pastoral care opportunity.
So, although the building has been closed due to the Coronavirus pandemic, UUCLC
is very much open for business!! In fact, we have been as active as ever, if not more
active. And, as a consequence of the Pandemic, we have seen new paths open up for
us in environment, social justice and in religious exploration.
This is normally the time of year that we make plans for our coming annual church
programs and budget to meet these needs. We recognize that, in these difficult times,
any request for a donation must be made with the utmost sensitivity and care. Yet, we
must keep our eyes on the future and find ways to help wherever possible.
Perhaps these challenges will help all of us explore and discover new and better ways
that we can fulfill our vision and mission.
With that goal in mind, we invite you to join us in supporting our Church Community’s
programs and funding for the coming year. We can’t do it without you. We hope you
will consider as generous a pledge this year as your circumstances allow.
We are asking you to submit your FY 2022 (July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022) Pledge
now. The easiest way would be to send an email to the Treasurer (since we are trying
to avoid the expense and time of mailing pledge cards) at clwfl@hotmail.com. A
Pledge card is available at the end of this message in case you would like to view it
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and/or mail it to UUCLC, PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL 32727-1761. But, again, a simple
email stating your pledge amount is adequate.
Our target date for FY 2022 Pledges is May 2nd so that we can calculate a FY 2022
Budget.
There are a number of ways you can direct your gift, including by making direct
contributions by check, by making electronic transfers from your bank, or by texting
from your phone. This year we have added a way to contribute online. Simply go to
the church website www.uuclclake.net or Facebook page and follow the instructions to
donate. This can be a one time or recurring contribution and all major credit cards are
accepted.
We ask that in this crucial year, you consider making your pledge as large as you can
manage. With your financial support and the sharing of your time and talents, we can
and will make great things happen.

PLEDGE CARD
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake County
For July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022
I / We commit to supporting the UU Congregation of Lake County with our financial
pledge.
I / We pledge $_____________ (circle) weekly

monthly

quarterly

annually

for a total of $______________per year,
to support the UUCLC Budget for fiscal 2022.

Name: _____________________________________
Date: ____________________
Name: ______________________________________
Date: ____________________
It is understood that if our financial situation changes significantly, I / we will contact the
Treasurer to decrease or increase this pledged amount.
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Progressive Guidelines for Pledging
Annual Percent Annual Monthly
Income

Pledge Pledge Pledge

$10,000

2%

$200

$17

$25,000

3%

$750

$63

$50,000

4% $2,000

$167

$100,000

5% $5,000

$417

UUCLC ANNUAL MEETING—APRIL 11, 2021
On Sunday April 11th, UUCLC will hold its Annual Meeting immediately following the
service. This is one of the most important events in our church year. It is important to
you, the Voting Member, because it is the meeting at which we select Trustees to
replace those whose terms have ended. It is also important because it gives every
member, an opportunity to hear and see the Board’s thinking about finances for the
coming fiscal year and to ask questions and make comments about it. If you are a
Member, please make a special point to attend.
P.S. Attendance at this meeting is not restricted to Members, but only Members may
vote.

Thanks to all who showed up and dropped off for Lake Cares and Open Door on such
a chilly, wet day. The next drop off will be April 25th from 3:00 to 4:30. There may be
some changes in procedure so details well come later in an email blast. It's always a
pleasure to see you. It was especially fun to walk dogs with Dian Joy. Namaste Jane
Lovejoy
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Spotlight—Chris Higgins

Every organization has a few (usually too few) steadfast work horses in their herd.
These are the folks that pull the wagon even when the going gets rough. One of the
UUCLC team members pulling our wagon is Chris Higgins. Since Chris joined UUCLC
in 2010, shortly after she and her husband, John, moved to Eustis from Buck County,
Pennsylvania, Chris has served on numerous committees often getting them started.
While she has served on the board of trustees as secretary and vice president, she is
perhaps best known for being our president throughout the construction of our church
and the exciting, yet challenging year of moving into our new church. More recently
she has served as treasurer and assistant treasurer, providing the board with detailed
and informative financial reports and advice.
Chris grew up in the little rural town of Flemington, N. J. She is the daughter of
immigrant parents who met and married in Germany after WWII. Her father was from
the Ukraine but became a displaced person when he fled to Germany. He was able to
immigrate to the US but Chris’s mother had to wait a year before she could join him.
Both Chris and her younger brother were born in the US, but grew up in a German
speaking household. She started learning to speak English when she attended public
school. Chris has visited both Germany and Ukraine on several occasions to spend
time with cousins there. She can now stay in touch over the internet.
Chris holds a BA in Anthropology and an MA in administration. One of her summer
jobs during college was working in a Medicaid office. After college, that contact
resulted in her getting a job with Medicaid as a social worker evaluating the needs of
the elderly. She later moved into administrative positions for the Department of the
Treasury and then the New Jersey State Court system. Along the way she realized
she needed more training in finance and that is when she went to Rider College to get
her masters.
Chris and John have two married sons who live in different states. One son and his
wife had a baby boy a year ago and the other had a baby girl just eight days later.
Chris is eager to get back north this spring to see their grandchildren.
Chris first joined a UU church when they lived in Bucks County, Pennsylvania because
she had two boys only 16 months apart and “I needed support.” The UU church was in
the same facility that housed a gym and after UU activities the boys could play
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basketball. When she and John were looking for a retirement location in 2010, having
a UU church nearby was a priority. That is when they found Eustis and UUCLC.
According to Chris, “Social action is where her heart is at UU.” She loves that UU is so
open and inclusive and offers support to those who do not have a voice. She enjoys
the breadth of knowledge and experience of members of our congregation. In the
spring of 2016, along with several other UUCLC members, she helped in the creation
of Interfaith Lake County and she still serves on their education committee.
Besides her involvement at UUCLC, Chris participates in several volunteer
organizations including the Cat Protection Society, Guardian Ad Litem and Adult
Literacy programs. A long time student of Buddhism and yoga, she is an
environmental conservationist and is slowly transforming her yard into a Florida friendly
garden.
We thank Chris for being one of the hard working members of the team that keeps our
wagon moving forward.

The UUCLC’s Social Justice and Environment Committee announces that the first of a
three part Online Social Justice Lecture Series on saving our environment will be held
at 7 p.m. on Sunday, April 11, 2021. The topic is Beautiful Lake County: Protecting
and Enjoying Our Waterways. These four environmental activists will tell us what
Lake County should do to protect our waterways: Peggy Cox, former member of the
Lake County Water Authority; Maryann Krisovitch, member of the Lake County Soil
and Water Board; Susan Fetter, recent appointee to Lake County’s Keep Lake
Beautiful Advisory Committee; and Dr. Beverly Ward, an anthropologist who focuses
on environmental justice. The discussion will be followed by questions from the public.
Please join us by phone or through the internet using Zoom. Register now by clicking
here: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJ0sd-qppj8uGtDyeJBI975tTd9huODXCk50.
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WHAT THE LEGISLATURE IS DOING THIS YEAR???
The Social Justice and Environment Committee has been following the bills making
their way through the Florida Legislature. There are some bills that are not
controversial and show thoughtfulness; however, there are many that make no sense
whatsoever. The following are a few:
HB1 – limits the right to protest. This bill will surely end in litigation if it is approved by
the senate and signed by the governor. It is an outright infringement and
criminalization of the First Amendment’s right of the people to peaceably assemble,
and to “petition the Government for a redress of grievances,” which is what protesting
is all about and what the First Amendment has stood for since ratified in 1791. The
right to assemble and protest is to bring about change and to let government know
where their constituents stand on a particular bill. Further, this draconian bill also
allows and (in my opinion) encourages dissenters to drive their vehicles into protestors
if they are in the street –I believe this is state sanctioned vehicular homicide.
Remember: Dissent is Democracy!!
SB 90 – limits voting comparable to the old Jim Crow laws. The general election
during the Pandemic was the most successful not only in Florida, but the nation at
large; however, because, in Florida, one million more Democrats voted by mail than
Republicans, the legislature believes voting by mail encourages fraud. Really? None
of the Republican or Democratic supervisors of elections agree. The bill proscribes
eliminating drop boxes if they are not staffed. Why? Because this MIGHT lead to
some type of fraud. Elections officers are up in arms since this creates undue hardship
not only for the voters, but for the elections’ offices also. This is what is called “an
unfunded mandate,” meaning the elections’ offices need to make this happen without
any financial assistance from the legislature. Sadly, this is not just occurring here, it’s
taking place all over the United States where there are Republican legislatures. They
also want to require photo ID if you request a vote-by-mail ballot; plus, the voter must
request a vote-by-mail ballot for each election. Another hardship for the voters and the
elections offices. The following is an exchange between an Arizona attorney and
Supreme Court Justice Amy Comey Barrett: When Justice Barrett asked, “What’s the
interest of the Arizona RNC in keeping out-of-precinct ballot disqualification rules on
the books?” The lawyer acknowledged, “Because it puts us at a competitive
disadvantage relative to Democrats.” This is the crux of all these proposed laws.
Pure and simple – voter suppression.
SB 810 – The governor and his minions are angry at the major tech companies who
banned the former president’s lies from their websites. All during and even before the
former president’s term in office, he spewed thousands and thousands of lies and
conspiracy theories. Remember COVID was a Dem hoax? The news about it would
stop and the virus would end the day after the elections? Who is gullible enough to
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believe this nonsense? The fact is too many people, so the privately held tech
companies did what they and many of their subscribers lauded – they banned the
former president and other conspiracy theorists. This is another bill seeking a lawsuit
since it is well established law, government cannot interfere with private companies
operating within the rule of law.
HB 6001 – Allows those who have a concealed carry permit to bring weapons into
colleges and universities. We all know that alcohol, drugs, and weapons do not mix
on college campuses and should not be condoned. Let’s hope cooler heads prevail
regarding this bill.
For years, I’ve watched the legislature and governors evade the requirements of the
Constitution. For instance, giving taxpayer money to religious schools (violation of
separation of church and state). Worse, continuing to take taxpayer dollars for public
schools and giving it to unregulated voucher schools – no strings attached. These
voucher schools operate with unqualified teachers and principals. I know this sounds
bizarre, but it’s true. Why, you may ask, because a portion of the legislature wants to
dismantle public schools one brick and one dollar at a time. Can’t make money from
public schools!!!
My question: why do so many folks continue to vote against their own best interests?
Barbara Hill
Social Justice and Environment
Committee

The UUCLC's Social Justice and Environment Committee thanks everyone who
attended the Kill the Bills Rally in front of State Senator Dennis Baxley's office in
Lady Lake on March 20, 2021. About 70 people, from many groups and parts of Lake
County, waved signs against two bills pending before the Florida
Legislature. Reporters from the Daily Commercial and NPR took pictures and
interviewed many people. The bills are SB 90, known as the Voter Suppression Bill,
sponsored by Senator Baxley, and HB 1, known as the Anti-Protest Bill, pushed by
Governor DeSantis. We UUs are known as the people who show up to fight injustice.
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Earth Day Film and Discussion
Honor Earth Day 2021 by watching and discussing the documentary film, The Condor
and The Eagle, which was produced by U.U. Ministry for the Earth (www.uumfe.org)
SYNOPSIS: Indigenous environmental leaders embark on an extraordinary transcontinental adventure from the Boreal forest to deep into the heart of the Amazonian
jungle to unite the peoples of North and South America and deepen the meaning of
“Climate Justice”. The Condor & The Eagle documentary offers a glimpse into a
developing spiritual renaissance as the film’s four protagonists learn from each other’s
long legacy of resistance to colonialism and its extractive economy. Their path through
the jungle takes them on an unexpectedly challenging and liberating journey, which will
forever change their attachment to the Earth and one another.
The Condor & The Eagle premiered in October 2019 at the Woodstock Film Festival,
was selected by 28 world-renowned film festivals and has won 8 awards including Best
Environmental Documentary at the 2019 Red Nation Film Festival.
The film will be available on April 22nd from Everwebinar, and our UUCLC discussion
will follow. More information about how to register for this event will follow. For now
SAVE THE DATE.
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FORWARD PATHS
UUCLC’s Social Justice and Environment Committee has some updates on
Forward Paths, which provides housing and mentoring to young adults who have
aged out of foster care in Lake County. Forward Path’s Executive Director, Denise
Burry, presented a Social Justice Lecture about this program to our congregation last
October.
Forward Paths currently houses youth in four houses, two apartments, and two
host homes in Eustis and Leesburg. By the end of this year, Ms. Burry hopes to start
building ten tiny (600 sq. ft.) houses in Eustis. The planned location is at 101 W.
Woodward Avenue on 1.67 acres of land donated by the First United Methodist Church
in Eustis. She plans to launch a capital campaign soon.
Forward Paths needs volunteers to help manage the office and to provide mentoring
and tutoring. It also needs contributions of cleaning supplies, such as laundry soap,
bleach, dryer sheets, dish soap, kitchen trash bags, wipes, window cleaner, mops, and
brooms. For more information, please contact Ms. Burry at 352-408-2307 or
denise65fl@embarqmail.com. The office for Forward Paths is located at 1005 W Main
Street, Building 4, room 102, Leesburg, and its mailing address is PO Box 492109
Leesburg, FL 34749.
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Moving Toward Antiracism (MTA) Zoom Discussion Group
1st and 3rd Fridays from 1-3 pm
This Zoom discussion group is now open to anyone in our greater community. We use
the study of books and movies, introspection, courage, authentic discussion and deep
listening to help participants to recognize how the system of racism shapes their lives,
how we uphold the racial system, how we might interpret it, and how we can personally
become less racist If you have any questions please contact Chris Cleveland at:
chriscleveland1951@gmail.com. Our April meeting topics are listed below.
April 2nd-two films about voter suppression:
All In: The Fight for Democracy (1:42)-free on Prime
Selma (2:09)-rent for $3.99 on Prime
April 16th-Begin discussing The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How
We Can Prosper Together (2021) by Heather McGhee-Hardback-$17.99 or Kindle$12.59. She is a nationally-known black economist.
.

BLACK LIVES MATTER
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In-Person Tai Chi Class Mondays from 11 am-noon
(December through April only)
In-Person UUCLC Tai Chi class is now available in our UUCLC parking lot on Mondays
from 11 am-noon. We will be learning Tai Chi for Arthritis, which was adapted by Dr.
Paul Lam from the ancient Sun style Tai Chi. It is gentle, slow-motion martial arts
movements done smoothly and mindfully. The class will be taught by Chris Cleveland,
who has been trained by one of Dr. Lam’s master instructors. Tai chi has been shown
to increase one’s immunity. You will need to wear a face mask, social distance (6’),
and use hand sanitizer before and after class. Do not come if you are sick or have a
fever. There are no bathrooms available. If you have any questions please contact
Chris Cleveland at: chriscleveland1951@gmail.com.
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