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Welcome to another edition of the UUCLC
Communicator. Due to the Coronavirus pandemic,
the UUCLC building is currently closed and all inperson programs are cancelled. However, WE ARE
STILL HERE! We have Sunday services planned,
committees are still meeting, and groups and circles
are meeting via Zoom. Check your weekly email blast
for links to all of our Zoom activities. If you aren’t
receiving the weekly eblast, request to be added to
the list at office@lakecountyuu.net.
September 6 Dan Gribbin. “Touching HumanityLessons from America’s Slave Narratives”
September 13 Rev.Russ Savage “May You Live in
Interesting Times.”
September20 Rev. Byrd Tetzlaff “The Window”
September 27 Rev. Katie Culbert “It’s OK not to be
OK”

Officers
Russ Littlefield, President
Janeane Reagan, Vice President
Wendy Pacek, Secretary
Christina Wilkins, Treasurer
Chris Higgins, Asst. Treasurer

Trustees
Lois Sanford
Pete Conde
Ted Fessler

Committee Chairs
Membership – Suzie Lockwood
WRaP (Sunday Services) – Val Conde
Building and Grounds – Christina Wilkins
Safety – Julie Twist
Music – Kit Tatum
Finance – Chris Higgins
Social Justice/Environment – Barbara Hill
Communications/Publicity – Christy Millat
Lifespan Faith Development – Christie Cleveland
Religious Education – Sylvia Wince
Hospitality – Bernie Greenberg
Safe Congregation – Julie Twist
Care and Connect – Toni Prather, Lois Sanford,
Debbie Miller
Interior Design – Gina Rossi
Technology – Val Rosado, Kristen Hughes
Technology Administration – Christina Wilkins,
Val Rosado, Christy Millat
Library – Julie Twist
The Communicator is published monthly.
Editor: Christy Millat Phone: 248-921-0541
Email: UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com
Submit articles for the October Communicator by
Monday, September 28.
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President’s Message - Work Smart and Work With Heart:
Social Justice and the Unitarians, the Universalists, and UUCLC.
By Russell Littlefield
Unitarian Universalists have a long history of promoting social justice. The
impetus comes from both of our branches, the Unitarians and the
Universalists. The approach that UUs take to social justice to this day can
probably best be understood by knowing what each contributed – working
smart and working with heart.
The Universalist approach to social justice (the heart part), evolves naturally from its Christian origins.
Universalism began as a theological reaction within the Christian community which rejected the
concept of hell and affirmed the doctrine of universal salvation. It was present early in the Christian
church (pre-Constantine). Some would argue that it was the essence of early Christianity, the
essence of Christ’s sacrifice. Whether you are a Christian or not, whether you believe in God or not,
the doctrine does bring to the forefront the profundity of love. It is a faith in the pervasiveness and
ultimate victory of the heart. And, most importantly for us, here, right here, on the precious gift we call
earth.

Unitarianism’s origins can be found in early Christian church as well. Unitarians are known for their
faith in reason – the idea that problems can be solved through brain action. So, it was only natural for
the Unitarians to solve the thorny question of the trinity, which had emerged post-Constantine, by
going to the simple solution. ‘Look,’ they said, ‘God is God and that is that.’ Enough of trying to
divide into three. The simplest, most reasonable solution is that God was, is, and always will be One.
In contemporary times, this idea among some Unitarian theists has evolved into the oneness of deity
whether it is Muslim, Christian, or Jewish.
Unitarians got into a lot of trouble for their oneness approach. In fact, one of our UU “Saints,” the
physician and politician, Michael Servetus, was burned at the stake twice for it – once in effigy by the
Catholics; and once, and quite finally, by the Calvinists in Geneva.
So much for pre-modern history. Moving into modern times, many, including me, consider the 1940's
the real birth time of contemporary Unitarianism. Like the time we live in, it was a time of momentous
change. The Unitarians, who have always considered themselves especially, smart and on top of
things, got word that things were really bad for Unitarians in Czechoslovakia.
The American Unitarian Association (remember that the Unitarians did not merge with the
Universalists until 1961), started hearing rumors of artists, writers, and intellectuals being forced from
their home. They sent a Unitarian minister, Waitstill Sharp and his wife Martha to Prague to
investigate. The Sharps were appalled by what they found. They reported that there were dozens, if
not hundreds, of artists, university professors, students, journalists in big trouble with Nazis. They
started to help them escape. Their heroism was recently chronicled in a Ken Burns’ documentary
called "Defying the Nazi's: The Sharp's War." You can find a link here http://www.defyingthenazis.org
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What is not mentioned in that documentary is that this effort by the Sharps and other Unitarians who
continued their work is that it was in the cauldron of that effort that the organization we now call the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee was born. And, also, out of this time of trouble, the most
important symbol of UUism was created – the flaming chalice. The Service Committee is celebrating
its 80th birthday in this year of CORONA Virus, 2020.
Ultimately, the Unitarian Service Committee was able to help thousands, of refugees to safety. And
partnering with the Universalists after the war, Unitarian Universalists together sent thousands of
dollars of relief aid to Europe. We are an organization with a heart that is Universal and a brain that
is Unitarian. Pretty potent combination, don’t you think?
Like their parent organization, UUCLC’s Social Justice and Environment Committee (SJE), tries to
work smart from the heart. One way it does this is by promoting giving and volunteer support to
several effective local organizations.
It supports homeless aid through Open Door and Families in Transition (FIT); immigrant and
environmental justice through the Farm Workers’ Association; environmental education through The
Trout Lake Nature Center; disaster preparation and relief through Lake County Support and
Emergency Recovery (Laser); and food relief through the Lake Cares Food Pantry.
As you can see, it has many irons in the fire, but a few are burning very brightly indeed.
Iron number one: turning out the vote in the 2020 election;
Iron number two: meeting the climate challenge;
And iron number three: promoting racial justice and healing.
In addition, during the COVID crisis, it has turned to zoom to raise awareness of local social justice
and environmental issues. Many of you have zoomed in to the SJE Lecture Series which has
featured community activist Mae Hazelton, Farm Worker Association Coordinator, Jeannie
Economos, Interfaith Minister and founder of Lake County Interfaith, Sandy Haxton, and this week
recently reelected school board member, Dr. Kristi Burns. Tune in at 7pm Sunday for her
presentation. It is likely to be an eye opener.
So a special shout out to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee on its 80 th birthday and
another to our own Social Justice and Environment Committee. When you see Barbara Hill (who is
chairperson), Barbara Marrow, Jane Hepting, Jane Lovejoy, Julie Twist and Terri McConnell, please
thank them for continuing the work that UUs are known for – the work of justice and environment
done with both smarts and heart. Together, they are a pretty classy team.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANNUAL MEETING PART II, PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT BUDGET SEPTEMBER 6, FOLLOWING THE SUNDAY SERVICE.
Because of the coronavirus, we have had to do some unusual things. Ordinarily, our Annual Meeting
takes place during the first Sunday in April. At that meeting, we elect Board of Trustee members as
needed and the financial committee goes over the proposed budget for the next fiscal year. Because
we closed our building in March, we had to elect BOT members electronically and the budget was
delayed. The BOT is now ready to present the proposed budget to the congregation at what will be
the second part of our Annual Meeting. This will take place on September 6th, following the service.
Those attending the service will be able to stay on their Zoom connection to attend and comment.
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Just Imagine – Sharing Your Vision for our Church
As you may know, the standing committees and a Visioning and Mission Committee appointed by the
board are working on creating a vision for our Congregation that will give us some direction for the
future. The Vision and Mission committee wants to give everyone a chance to contribute their
thoughts to this process. As a member or a friend of this congregation, you are invited to write a brief
summary of your personal vision. Please aim for no more than a paragraph. Below is a definition of
a Vision Statement and some examples. Yours need not be as polished as these are, but they will
give you an idea of what a vision statement is.
Please send your statement to Carole Armel: carole5449@gmail.com
Definition. A Vision gives a picture of where the congregation wants to be in five or more years and
how they see themselves as a UU Community and as a part of the larger community around them.
Here are some examples of Vision Statements:
Tri-County UU Vision
To be a growing and caring religious community devoted to freedom of thought, speech
and spiritual beliefs.
UU Congregation of Binghamton, NY.
Our Unitarian Universalist Vision: Our Congregation will become a beacon in the larger community,
demonstrating our Unitarian Universalist values and principles through our actions. We will embrace a
diversity of people, inspiring us all to think of the world in new ways. As we explore different
perspectives and share our freedom to think and feel, we will work together with others for social and
environmental justice. Celebrating our differences and the whole of life, we will foster personal and
spiritual growth to help people become their best selves.
UU Church of Tampa
VISION: We will become:
A generous community where all members contribute time, talent, and
treasure to our shared goals;
A responsive community dedicated to religious exploration for all ages,
caring for one another and welcoming all people of goodwill;
A visible community with a heart for justice, actively seeking ways to
be involved with our larger community;
A growing community that stewards an expanded and updated
campus with accessible facilities that will support our mission.
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UUCLC LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES
Since July, the UUCLC, through its Social Justice and Environment Committee, has been
hosting the Social Justice Online Lecture Series. So far, great speakers have addressed
thought-provoking questions about race, our farm workers, our faith community, and our
public schools.
Free and open to the public, lectures are presented every other Sunday evening, starting
at 7 p.m. Here are the scheduled lectures for September:
 September 13th: Which Immigration Policies Hurt Our Families and Our
Economy? Bridget Bennett and Deborah Townsend, Immigration Attorneys.
 September 27th: How Can We Protect Lake County’s Waterways? Peggy Cox, Lake
County Water Authority Trustee since 2012.
The link for each live lecture can be found on our website
at www.lakecountyuu.net. Every UU member is urged to invite others to attend this
series. Videos of all past lectures are on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/.
Feel free to share this link with others you think might enjoy the talks.
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SPOTLIGHT
By Janeane Reagan
This monthly column will feature one of our members or friends who share their talents and time to
make UUCLC the wonderful place that it is for all of us. Many of them you know but how much they
do you may not know. Others are doing their “thing” behind the scenes. We take this opportunity to
thank them for all their efforts and we hope their service to our congregation will be an inspiration to
you to join in the work that makes a difference here.
This month our featured member is Suzie Lockwood. You probably know Suzie for her energetic
and heart-felt role as one of our service leaders. Suzie first joined a UU church twelve years ago in
West Palm Beach. Suzie says that finding UU “set me free of all the guilt and fear that I had carried
all my life.”
She relocated to Eustis seven years ago and found UUCLC in the paper. She was excited to attend
services that were held in the Women’s Club. She describes overcoming her introvert tendencies to
become a greeter so she could get to know the people. She says she still gets feedback from those
who remembered her “smiling face when they walked in the door.”
She decided if UUCLC was going to be her home, she needed to know where she fit in, so she
attended every committee meeting for several months. In 2014 she replaced a board member who
stepped down. She served on the board from then until this past May and for part of that time as vice
president.
Suzie notes that one of the most amazing experiences she has had at UUCLC was being part of
planning, designing and building of our beautiful building. She cherishes her Golden shovel from the
ground breaking ceremony.
Suzie has serviced on the membership committee and is currently the chair which means she also
attends Leadership counsel.
Each Sunday when we get to enjoy our service, we have Suzie to thank as one of the WRAP
committee, the only committee that meets weekly for review and planning. Suzie then attends the
Saturday morning Zoom tech meeting to help put the finishing touches on the technical side of the
service for which she is often service leader. Suzie says that it is her role on WRAP that has been
the most fulfilling for her.
I think I can speak for our congregation in thanking you, Suzie, for the commitment and passion you
bring to UUCLC.
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Why Go Solar?

Barbara Marrow
Social Justice and Environment Committee

Excerpted from https://www.solarunitedneighbors.org
Our energy system is made up of colossal, vertically integrated, investor-owned utilities. These
monopolies have an outsized voice in how the rules are made. They invest millions of dollars
to lobby elected officials. They control big, expensive power plants and extract wealth from
communities.
Our current energy system reinforces centuries of structural racism. Low-income and
communities of color bear the greatest health, property, and environmental impacts of
traditional energy extraction and production.
We need to solve climate change and environmental pollution. But we must also address
inequality and social injustice in the process. Recreating a centralized, undemocratic energy
system with renewable energy isn’t good enough.
Solar is a powerful tool to create a fair energy system. We don’t have to wait for the
government to solve our problems – we can start putting up solar now.
 Solar saves money on electricity costs!
 Solar reduces pollution in the communities that bear the brunt of dirty energy pollution.
 Solar creates local jobs and wealth.
 Solar challenges the dominant monopoly utility business model.
 Solar is modular and scalable.
 Solar can be deployed today!
And solar aligns with our UU values. The Solar United Neighbors’ Lake/Sumter County Solar
Co-op, sponsored by UUCLC, offers a great opportunity to learn about going solar and to join
forces with others of like mind to get discounted pricing on quality materials and service. The coop is now in the vendor selection phase. The Request for Proposal has been issued, with bids due
back by September 10. IT’S GETTING SERIOUS, FOLKS!
Free, live virtual information sessions are open to everyone. The next session is Thursday,
September 17, at 6:00 p.m. Register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lFCghy4_QFuP4zOs5waO6w
Learn more about the co-op and become a member at www.solarunitedneighbors.org/lake.
Contact Barbara Marrow at marrow.barbara@gmail.com for additional information.

Courtesy solarunitedneighbors.org
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FROM YOUR SOCIAL JUSTICE/ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
by Barbara Hill
.

As a part of the Social Justice and Environment Committee’s UU the Vote initiative, the following
information is provided so that you may make an informed decision on the proposed constitutional
amendments that will be on the November 3rd ballot
2020 Constitutional Amendments
AMENDMENT 1
Citizenship Requirement to Vote in Florida Elections
Sponsor: Florida Citizen Voters
Official Ballot Summary: This amendment provides that only United States Citizens who are at least
eighteen years of age, a permanent resident of Florida, and registered to vote, as provided by law,
shall be qualified to vote in a Florida election.
Comment: The Florida Constitution currently states “Every citizen. . . “

AMENDMENT 2
Raising Florida’s Minimum Wage
Sponsor: Florida For a Fair Wage
Official Ballot Summary: Raises minimum wage to $10.00 per hour effective September 30th, 2021.
Each September 30th thereafter, minimum wage shall increase by $1.00 per hour until the minimum
wage reaches $15.00 per hour on September 30th, 2026. From that point forward, future minimum
wage increases shall revert to being adjusted annually for inflation starting September 30th, 2027.
AMENDMENT 3
All Voters Vote in a Primary Election for State Legislature, Governor and Cabinet
Sponsor: All Voters Vote, Inc.
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Official Ballot Summary: Allows all registered voters to vote in primaries for state legislature,
governor, and cabinet regardless of political party affiliation. All candidates for an office, including
party nominated candidates, appear on the same primary ballot. Two highest vote getters advance to
general election. If only two candidates qualify, no primary is held and winner is determined in general
election. Candidate’s party affiliation may appear on ballot as provided by law. Effective January 1,
2024.
Comment: Under that system, sometimes called a “jungle primary,” all candidates running for a state
office in Florida would be on the same primary ballot regardless of party and all registered voters can
weigh in. The two candidates who receive the most votes in the primary then advance to the general
election.

AMENDMENT 4
Voter Approval of Constitutional Amendments
Sponsor: Keep Our Constitution Clean PC
Official Ballot Summary: Requires all proposed amendments or revisions to the state constitution to
be approved by the voters in two elections, instead of one, in order to take effect. The proposal
applies the current thresholds for passage to each of the two elections.
Comment: This requires amendments to be on the ballot twice instead of once, making it
more difficult for citizen initiatives to be approved.
AMENDMENT 5
Limitation on Homestead Assessments
Sponsor: The Florida Legislature/House (HJR 369)
Official Ballot Summary: Proposing an amendment to the State Constitution, effective date January
1, 2021, to increase, from 2 years to 3 years, the period of time during which accrued Save-OurHomes benefits may be transferred from a prior homestead to a new homestead.
AMENDMENT 6
Ad Valorem Tax Discount for Spouses of Certain Deceased Veterans Who Had Permanent,
Combat-Related Disabilities
Sponsor: The Florida Legislature/House (HJR 877)
Official Ballot Summary: Provides that the homestead property tax discount for certain veterans
with permanent combat-related disabilities carries over to such veteran’s surviving spouse who holds
legal or beneficial title to, and who permanently resides on, the homestead property, until he or she
remarries or sells or otherwise disposes of the property. The discount may be transferred to a new
homestead property of the surviving spouse under certain conditions. The amendment takes effect
January 1, 2021.
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Requesting Your Vote By Mail Ballot
There are three ways to vote in Florida, but if you want to Vote by Mail (VBM) the time to take action
is NOW!
You do not need a reason to cast a VBM ballot. If this is your preferred method of voting and you
haven’t done so already, request your VBM ballot immediately.
The last date your Supervisor of Elections (SOE) will accept your request is Friday, October 23, but to
make sure your vote is counted the sooner you request and submit your ballot, the better.
Request your VBM from your County Supervisor of Elections’ (SOE) Office by mail, email, fax, phone
or in-person. Specifics are available here for Lake, Marion, and Sumter Counties.
You will receive your ballot at least 33 days before the election. Local SOEs plan on starting the
mailing of these ballots around September 24.
NOTE: If you request a vote-by-mail ballot, you can change your mind and vote in person. Bring the
unmarked ballot with you to early voting or on Election Day.
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Moving Toward Antiracism-New Discussion Group
Moving Toward Antiracism uses study, introspection, courage, authentic discussion, and deep
listening to help participants recognize how the system of racism shapes their lives, how we uphold
that system, how we might interpret it, and how we can become more antiracist. At the same time
UUCLC will be sponsoring other social justice activities about racism.
You will need to have a copy of White Fragility by Robin Diangelo ($16 new). Scholarships are
available for the book purchase, if needed. Contact Chris Cleveland for scholarship.
We will Zoom meet on the first and third Fridays from 1-3 pm. Our 2020 schedule is listed below:
Sep. 4- White Fragility chapters 1 & 2
Sep. 18-White Fragility chapters 3 & 4
Oct. 2- White Fragility chapters 5 & 6
Oct. 16-White Fragility chapters 7 & 8
Nov. 6 - White Fragility chapters 9 & 10
Nov. 20-White Fragility chapters 11 & 12
Dec. 4-Group will decide next book (possibly How To Be An Antiracist)
Dec. 18Group will make decisions about if we continue and what resources we use.
To join the group, sign up by email to: chriscleveland1951@gmail.com
You will need to get the book White Fragility. You should have already read the chapters before
each session. When you sign up, Chris Cleveland will send you more information.

LAKE CARES AND OPEN DOOR THANKS YOU
Thank you so much for your donations for Lake Cares and Open Door. Our second drop off was even
more successful due to the generosity of the UUCLC congregation. The next drop off hour at the
church is on Thursday, September 10, from 11:30 to 12:30. Please note that the date has been
changed to the second Thursday and the time has been moved up a half hour. This will give you
some time to prepare and I can make my deliveries immediately after. As you know Lake Care needs
non-perishable food and you may consider food for pets. Personal items such as soap and toothpaste
are welcome also. Open Door will welcome any of the following: snack foods, protein bars, fruit
snacks, breakfast cereals, chips/pretzels, paper products, plastic eating utensils, small paper plates,
8 oz. styrofoam cups, bottled water, coffee, juice boxes, disposable razors, deodorant, bug spray, sun
block, Chapstick, wash cloths, laundry detergent pods, dish soap pods, sponges/scratch pads,
sandwich/quart/gallon baggies. Thank you for your participation, Jane Lovejoy.
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