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           UUCLC Information & Contacts 
  

Address: 1235 Mt. Homer Rd., Eustis, FL 32726 
Mail address: PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL  32727 
Office Phone: (352) 805-8451 
Email contact: office@lakecountyuu.net 
Website: www.lakecountyuu.net 
  

              Officers                                 Trustees          
Russ Littlefield, President                Lois Sanford 
Janeane Reagan, Vice President    Pete Conde 
Wendy Pacek, Secretary                 Ted Fessler 
Christina Wilkins, Treasurer 
Chris Higgins, Asst. Treasurer 
 

Committee Chairs 
Membership – Suzie Lockwood 

WRaP (Sunday Services) – Val Conde 
Building and Grounds – Christina Wilkins 

Safety – Julie Twist 
Music – Kit Tatum 

Finance – Chris Higgins 
Social Justice/Environment – Barbara Hill 
Communications/Publicity – Christy Millat 

Lifespan Faith Development – Christie Cleveland 
Religious Education – Sylvia Wince 

Hospitality – Bernie Greenberg 
Safe Congregation – Julie Twist 

Care and Connect – Toni Prather, Lois Sanford, 
Debbie Miller 

Interior Design – Gina Rossi 
Technology – Val Rosado, Kristen Hughes 

Technology Administration – Christina Wilkins, 
Val Rosado, Christy Millat 

Library – Julie Twist 
 
The Communicator is published monthly. 
Editor:  Christy Millat   Phone: 248-921-0541   
Email: UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com 
Submit articles for the November Communicator 
by Wednesday, October 28. 
 

  The 
Communicator

 

     Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lake County 
    
                    Like us on Facebook!  facebook.com/UUlakeco 
          

                              

                         

 
 
 
Welcome to another edition of the UUCLC 
Communicator.  Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, 
the UUCLC building is currently closed and all in-
person programs are cancelled. However, WE ARE 
STILL HERE!  We have Sunday services planned, 
committees are still meeting, and groups and circles 
are meeting via Zoom.  Check your weekly email blast 
for links to all of our Zoom activities.  If you aren’t 
receiving the weekly eblast, request to be added to 
the list at office@lakecountyuu.net. 

 
October 4  David Crump 
 

October 11  Janeane Reagan 
 
October 18  Kathy Schmitz 
 
October 25   David Roth 

 

mailto:UUCLCCommunicator@yahoo.com
http://www.lakecountyuu.net/
http://www.facebook.com/UUlakeco
mailto:office@lakecountyuu.net
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President’s Message  

 

The Half-Time Report  
(Well, Who Knows?) 
 
Our building has been closed since sometime in the middle of 
March, so by my calculation, sometime in mid October we will have 
had building closure for seven months.  Seven months and still 
counting.   As some attending last Sunday’s discussion of our service indicated, many 
are feeling a sense of hopelessness as the world they have known continues to 
collapse.  I share that sense.   
 
We long to be together in our church building, but there is not much I can tell you about 
our reopening.  In light of what the science (not politics) tells us about the likely course 
of this pandemic, things could get worse before they get better and so we have no 
plans for even a limited reopening at this point.  We may be just in a lull before all hell 
breaks loose. 
 
And we have no minister to help us through.  Alright.  So it is.  In a way, it is a good 
thing as it reminds us that UU churches are congregational.  The congregation of each 
UU church charts its own course and provides its governance, sometimes with the 
guidance of a professional minister, sometimes without.  It is congregational choice.  
UUCLC chooses to ally with other congregations in regional association and in 
national.  So we are by choice a part of the Southern Region of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association.  And we have chosen to begin, once again, our search for a 
professional minister.   
 
All of the above has been very much on my mind because we are in the midst of a 
visioning process.  Our Visioning Committee has taken on the crucial task of trying to 
formulate a vision that will lead us into the future.    It is not an easy job and the 
members of this committee, Pete Conde, Carole Armel, Chris Cleveland, Susan Moore 
and Henry Millat have struggled with it as have I and the chairs of the standing 
committees.    
 
The Visioning Committee is now ready to submit a provisional vision statement to the 
Board and the Board will be taking that up at the next meeting.   
 
And our standing committees continue to function well with many people stepping up to 
do what they can to keep our faith community functioning.  If you have been tuned in, 
you are familiar with some of these things.   
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Our Lifespan Committee continues to do an outstanding job of providing opportunities 
to participate virtually in several potentially life-enriching groups – graceful aging, anti-
racism study, and covenant groups.   
 
Our Social Justice/ Environment Committee is focusing on UU the Vote in a number of 
ways including by posting helpful information in the Communicator.  The October 
Communicator has helpful information on the proposed constitutional amendments on 
the November 3rd ballot. 
 
On the environmental front, we continue to partner with Solar United Neighbors to 
promote a solar future for our community and ourselves.    And the very successful 
Sunday evening lecture series continues to offer important talks by those in the know 
on social justice and environmental issues.   The next speaker will be our own Julie 
Twist speaking on “Why Are Children Going to Bed Hungry in Lake County?” 
 
At its last meeting, the Board adopted the budget that was presented to the 
congregation at the September 6th Congregational Meeting.  That budget will be 
available to members and friends in the members section of the website.  
 
And we have some new committees.  The Communication Committee is up and 
functioning.  Our new hire, Krysta Smith, is working with them to give a new face to our 
website.  You should see some changes very soon. 
 
The Technology Administration Committee has been working to meet what has long 
been a need to bring our data together in one place.  Data includes both financial and 
“people” data--names and information about members and friends as well as people 
who may have only a casual relationship to us. 
 
Our Membership Committee is getting reorganized under the leadership of Suzie 
Lockwood and our Worship and Programming Committee (WraP) continues to bring us 
virtual services that speak to our needs.   
 
So things with our church are going OK even if many of us feel we are not OK.  And 
that is alright as we were reminded by our speaker at last Sunday’s service 
(September 27th), Rev Katie Culbert.  She gave a terrific talk titled, “It’s OK to not be 
OK” which highlighted the tremendous psychological stress we are all under these 
days.  She pointed to the old fashioned release of lamenting as a way of processing 
our emotions.   It is not a term or a process that we use these days.  It involves 
extreme verbal and physical expressions of sorrow or grief.  As she talked, I was struck 
by how the almost unimaginable stresses of the time may call for such a release.   
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At the end of her message she offered a poem by Pat Schneider called “Is There an 
Angel in the House.”  In the poem, the writer asks to be wrapped in an angel’s wings 
and held until morning.  Near the poem’s end, she writes, “If you will hold me until 
morning, I promise I will rise and light the fire and break the bread and put back on my 
shoulder my corner of the world.” 
 
It would be just wonderful to be held by such a consoling angel even if just for a short 
time, but most of us would gladly settle for the comfort of one another’s wings of 
caring.   
 
Let’s make a promise together that as we meet the dawn of a new day, we will rise and 
light the fire once again and put back on our shoulders, our corner of the world. 
 
Yours in the UU Faith, Russ   
 
 

 

UUCLC LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES 
 

          Since July, the UUCLC, through its Social Justice and Environment Committee, has been 
hosting the Social Justice Online Lecture Series.  These lectures are free and open to the 
public, and are presented on various Sunday evenings, starting at 7 p.m.  So far, over 120 
viewers have registered for this series.  Here are the scheduled lectures for October: 

        October 11th:  Out Disadvantaged Youth:  After Foster Care, Then What? Denise Burry, 
Founder and Executive Director of the Forward Paths Foundation. 

        October 25th:  How Do We Keep Lake County Government Accountable?  Lauren 
Ritchie, Former Orlando Sentinel Columnist. 
  

          A link to register for each live lecture can be found on our website 
at www.lakecountyuu.net.  Every UU member is urged to invite others to attend this 
series.   Videos of all past lectures are on our YouTube 
channel:   https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/.   Feel free to share 
this link with others you think might enjoy the talks. 

http://www.lakecountyuu.net/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/
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Where in the World is Bing Futch? 
 

 
 

 
Remember all the way back to March, when we were looking forward to Bing Futch’s 
return and a scrumptious chili supper?  If you want to make God laugh, tell her your 
plans.   
Turns out Bing is hunkered down in Orlando, much like all of us.  Our plan now is to 
host a Bing Futch virtual concert the first week of December.  Exact date and time are 
being finalized.   
Tickets will be available online only, and once you purchase your ticket(s), you will be 
provided a link to the concert.   
Already bought your ticket(s)?  Contact Barbara Marrow at 
marrow.barbara@gmail.com to let her know whether you want the tickets credited to 
the upcoming virtual event, refunded, or simply left as a donation to the church.  
Please provide your ticket number(s). 
Watch for updated information coming soon. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:marrow.barbara@gmail.com
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SPOTLIGHT 
By Janeane Reagan 

 

This month’s spotlight falls on Ted Fessler.  Ted is one of those essential behind the 
scenes “make it happen guys”.  You may not see him doing what he does, but our 
congregation certainly feels the benefits.  Ted was the person in the AV room most of 
the Sundays when we were able to meet at church.  Since 2003 he produced The 
Communicator and, in recent years, the Sunday service bulletin.  (Thank goodness he 
is getting a break from this load of work these days.)  Ted has been the keeper of our 
data base for the past few years and produces our membership directory.  He played a 
vital role in the planning and building of our beautiful church, particularly the design of 
our state-of- the-art AV room.  In the past, Ted served as the vice president of the 
board and is currently a trustee on the board. 
Ted was introduced to UU at a young age when his family attended First UU in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  He says that he lost his interest in attending church when he left for 
college, but he returned to UU when his first born child turned 3.  He and his late wife, 
Eleanor, took their family to UU until the kids became teens and did not want to 
continue with church.  In 2001, when they moved to this area of Florida, they found 
UUCLC and made it their church home.  
Ted has a fascinating history.  As a teenager he was interested in photography, 
chemistry, anything electronic and ham radio. After high school, he went off to Case 
Western Reserve University where he majored in chemistry and minored in math and 
physics.  He also got a Master’s degree in physics at Case Western and then went on 
to work at NACA, the predecessor of NASA.  He worked on aeronautics, space and 
power plant projects.  Eventually he became an expert in the emerging field of 
computer programming and ended up teaching other scientists how to use computers.  
When he retired and moved to Florida in 1985, he and Eleanor bought a sail boat. 
They lived on it for 13 years, sailing around the Caribbean.  Once they returned to 
land-living, they traveled throughout the US in an RV until 2011.  Ted now lives at 
Waterman Village in Mount Dora. 
When asked what he likes most about UUCLC, Ted responded that it is the nice 
people and the sense of purpose that his work here has given him. 
Ted, we thank you for finding your sense of purpose in all the many jobs you do for us 
and for the friendship you bring to our congregation. 
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Solar Co-op Selects Optimus Solar – All Systems are GO! 
Barbara Marrow 

Social Justice and Environment Committee 

 
The Lake/Sumter County Solar Co-op selection committee has chosen Optimus Solar 
of Mount Dora as the co-op’s installer.  Let the games begin! 
 
The co-op used a competitive bidding process to solicit bids from area installers. A 
selection committee made up of co-op participants then met to review the proposals 
and select the winning bid.   Optimus Solar was chosen for their competitive pricing, 
quality components, experience, and community engagement, and several other 
factors. Oh, and they’re local too!  
 
Co-op members are being contacted in the order they signed up for a review of their 
property, and they will receive a proposal based upon their specific wants and needs. 
Several UUCLC members and friends have signed up.  Have YOU?   
 
The co-op will remain open to new members until October 30, 2020.  Learn more at 
https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/lake-county-solar-co-op/.  
 
Online information sessions – previously recorded and upcoming – are available here: 
https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/lake-county-solar-co-op/events/.  
 
Going solar aligns with our UU values. The Solar United Neighbors’ Lake/Sumter 
County Solar Co-op, sponsored by UUCLC, offers a great opportunity to learn about 
going solar and to join forces with others of like mind to get discounted pricing on 
quality materials and service.  Contact Barbara Marrow at marrow.barbara@gmail.com 
for additional information. 

 
 

 

https://www.optimus-solar.com/
https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/lake-county-solar-co-op/
https://coops.solarunitedneighbors.org/coops/lake-county-solar-co-op/events/
mailto:marrow.barbara@gmail.com
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FROM YOUR SOCIAL JUSTICE/ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

by Barbara Hill 
     
        

CONSTITUTIONAL 
2020 BALLOTS INITIATIVES 

 
 

On November 3rd, Florida will be voting on six ballot initiatives to be included in the Constitution. The 
following are the recommendations from the UUCLC Social Justice/Environment Committee: 
 
VOTE NO. Amendment #1 The Florida Constitution says every U.S. citizen can vote in federal, 
state, local or school elections.  The amendment would change the language to say ONLY U.S. 
citizens . . .   
This is an attempt to suppress the legal votes of migrant citizens. 
 
VOTE YES. Amendment #2. This amendment would increase the minimum wage to $15.00 by 
2026, meaning it would gradually be increased during that period.  This provides a more livable wage 
for those in the service industry. 
 
VOTE NO.  Amendment #3.      This amendment would establish a top-two open primary system for 
state office primary elections.  The top two winners advance to the general election.  This will reduce 
the electoral power of minorities and voters in gerrymandered districts. 
 
VOTE NO.  Amendment #4. This amendment would require voter approved amendments to be 
subject to a second general election.  This will create an extra burden on citizen-initiated 
amendments by requiring two general election votes for passage.  
 
VOTE NO. Amendment #5 .        This amendment increases the period when a person may transfer 
“Save Our Homes” benefits to a new homestead property from two years to three years.  This will 
further complicate Florida’s tax structure.* 
 
VOTE NO.  Amendment #6. This amendment allows a homestead property tax discount to be 
transferred to the surviving spouse of a deceased veteran.  This will further complicate Florida’s tax 
structure.* 
 
 
*Amendments #5 and #6 can be easily accomplished by the passing of Florida statutes by the 
Legislature. 
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THANK YOU FROM LAKE CARES AND OPEN DOOR 
 

Thank you so much for your September donations. UUCLC donated 104 lbs. of food 
and toiletries to Lake Cares and about two thirds of that to Open Door. The next drop 
off at the church is on Thursday, October 8, from 11:30 to 12:30. As you know Lake 
Care needs non-perishable food and you may consider food for pets. Personal items 
such as soap and toothpaste are welcome also. Open Door will welcome any of the 
following: snack foods, protein bars, fruit snacks, breakfast cereals, chips/pretzels, 
paper products, plastic eating utensils, small paper plates, 8 oz. styrofoam cups, 
bottled water, coffee, juice boxes, disposable razors, deodorant, bug spray, sun block, 
Chapstick, wash cloths, laundry detergent pods, dish soap pods, sponges/scratch 
pads, sandwich/quart/gallon baggies. Please check your expiration dates and thank 
you for your participation, Jane Lovejoy. 

 

 
 

FROM YOUR TREASURER: 
 

Special Tax-Deductible Contribution for 2020 
 

The CARES Act passed this year has a new provision that allows for a universal tax 
deduction of up to $300 for gifts made by cash, check or credit card by individuals to 
charitable organizations (e.g. .UUCLC).  The deduction applies to all taxpayers, 
including those who claim the standard deduction. Taxpayers list the donation as a 
deduction from gross income on the first page of their Form 1040.  A second provision 
allows individual taxpayers to deduct cash donations in an amount up to 100% of their 
Adjusted Gross Income if they itemize their deductions.  Unless Congress extends the 
time period in another COVID tax bill, these special deductions are available only in 
2020.  If you haven’t already done so, take advantage of this tax opportunity to make a 

donation to UUCLC.   
 


