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UUCLC Information & Contacts
Address: 1235 Mt. Homer Rd., Eustis, FL 32726
Mail address: PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL 32727
Office Phone: (352) 805-8451
Email contact: office@lakecountyuu.net
Website: www.lakecountyuu.net

Welcome to another edition of the UUCLC Communicator. Due
to the Coronavirus pandemic, the UUCLC building is currently
closed and all in-person programs are cancelled. However, WE
ARE STILL HERE! We have Sunday services, committee
meetings, and groups and circles are meeting all via Zoom.
Check your weekly email blast for links to all of our Zoom
activities. If you aren’t receiving the weekly eblast, request to be
added to the list at office@lakecountyuu.net.

November 1 Shogen Jim Gordon, Sensei
“Zen in the Time of Covid”

November 8 Rev. Sara Villarreal Bishop “Wisdom
and Divine Hospitality,” addressing wisdom across
many cultures

November 15 Rev. David Crump “When it is Dark
Enough, You Can See the Stars” preparing to speak
from faith, not politics, to where we are after
November 3

November 22 Rev. Randy Granger “Suffering is the
end of the story; An American Indian Perspective on
Thanksgiving, Resilience, and Hope.”

November 29 No service today. We are giving
our hard-working Tech Team a day off.
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President’s Message

A Vision Statement for UUCLC
Dear Congregation,
As our members and friends know, UUCLC has been going through
a process of revisioning. This means that we have been trying to
come up with a statement that will give us guidance as to what kind
of a church we are trying to be. This process has involved a
Visioning Committee appointed by the Board. Serving on the committee were Pete
Conde, Carole Armel, Susan Moore, and Henry Millat.
Input was broad. In creating this statement, the Visioning Committee considered
statements submitted by every Standing Committee describing how they foresaw their
role in our future. Input was also sought from individual members. In other words,
every member was given an opportunity to submit their view. When the statement was
ready, it was passed on to Leadership Council and then to the Board where it was
approved.
This has been a challenging process made even more difficult by the fact that we
cannot have in-person meetings. The constraints placed on us by not being able to
meet in person are serious ones and it has led to a less than ideal process.
Nevertheless, the Board believes that by giving ample opportunity for every member to
contribute, we now have a statement that represents a consensus view of UUCLC, one
that will give us broad guidance going forward.
Inevitably this statement will not please everyone. Particularly, because we live in a
time of such profound change, it likely will need to be examined again sooner than it
might be under ordinary circumstances. As UUs, we are always open to change. For
the time being, the Visioning Committee and the Board believe that this statement,
along with our current Mission Statement, will point our way forward. The Board is
grateful to everyone who contributed to this process. The Visioning Committee in
particular deserves our thanks for the many hours they have put in.
Our new Vision Statement reads:
UUCLC, with the guidance of dedicated, compassionate leadership, will be
known as a thriving, dynamic, liberal and welcoming congregation that offers
sanctuary to our members and the community-at-large. We will serve as a
beacon to open-minded individuals by fostering justice, peace, and equality in all
that we do.
May it be so. Russ
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UUCLC LECTURE SERIES CONTINUES
Since July, the UUCLC, through its Social Justice and Environment Committee, has been hosting
the Social Justice Online Lecture Series. These lectures are free and open to the public, and
are presented on various Sunday evenings, starting at 7 p.m. The final lectures for this fall are
as follows:
 November 8th: The Ongoing Mental Health Crisis in Lake County. Carol
Clendinen, Licensed Mental Health Counselor.
 November 22nd: What Makes Our Criminal Justice System So
Unjust? Cassandra Brown, President of the Central Florida Chapter of the ACLU.
A link to register for each live lecture can be found on our
website at www.lakecountyuu.net. Every UU member is urged to invite others to attend this
series. Videos of all past lectures are on our You Tube
Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkh4mjIfzSf0_-LLyjpTttg/. Feel free to share
this link with others you think might enjoy the talks.
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Coming in December! Bing Futch in Virtual Concert

Join us for Bing Futch in virtual concert Sunday, December 6, 7:00 p.m. If you’ve seen
him, you know. If not, you’re in for a treat.
Tickets are available online only. Once you purchase your ticket(s), you will receive a
link to the concert.
Learn more about Bing and the event and purchase tickets here:
https://bingfutch.eventbrite.com
Already bought your ticket(s) for the event postponed from March? Contact
Barbara Marrow at marrow.barbara@gmail.com and let her know whether you want
your tickets (purchased for either Bing or Chili Supper) credited to the upcoming virtual
event, refunded, or simply left as a donation to the church. Please provide your
ticket number(s).
Join us and help us SPREAD THE WORD!
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SPOTLIGHT
By Janeane Reagan

UUCLC has some very hard working and committed couples within its membership.
One of those couples is Val and Pete Conde. While they have worked on separate
projects and committees at the church, they have both made major contributions to
some of our most vital functions.
One of the UUCLC activities that most of us enjoy, and sometimes take for granted, is
the crafting of our wonderful and varied Sunday services. These services are carefully
planned each week by the devoted members of the WRaP committee. Their work has
been even more challenging during this time of Covid. The organizing and driving force
behind that committee is Val Conde.
Val had her first experience with UU as a teenager in Northern Illinois when she
informed her Methodist parents that she would start to attend the new UU church that
was being built nearby. She did have to wait awhile as the church blew down three
times during its construction. Her Dad suggested that that church was not what God
wanted. This did not deter Val.
Pete also started out in the Methodist Church, attending Sunday school until he was in
his teens and could opt out of church all together. At Cornell College in Iowa where he
got his bachelor’s degree, he attended mandatory chapel.
Val and Pete met at a lake house in Wisconsin owned by mutual friends. She got his
attention by giving him a “wild boat ride” and later teaching him to slalom on water skis.
Both of them received master’s degrees in special education and worked in different
areas of that field. Val worked in the classroom with what was then called “educable
mentally handicapped” and also trained teachers on how to integrate children with
disabilities into regular classrooms. She later worked as an instructor in special ed at
the University of Wisconsin, Whitewater.
Pete taught school in inner city Chicago for a time prior to going into special ed. He
was an assistant director of special ed for a school system in Wisconsin.
They decided that they could do without the Wisconsin winters so they moved to their
favorite warm place, the Florida Keys and bought a motel. After the “thrill” of being
motel owners wore off, Pete worked in a residential children’s’ shelter for 10 years and
Val worked in a law office. They were in the Keys for 30 years before moving in-land
to Eustis.
Val and Pete had taken a 20 year break from church, but were drawn back when they
attended a UCC sunrise service near their home in the Keys. They were active in that
church until they moved to Eustis in 2012. They attended a local Unity Church here
until it closed.
After the 2016 election Val and Pete felt a strong need to find a like-minded group and
UU turned out to be the perfect place. Three years ago Val attended WRAP to
The Communicator of the UUCLC
2019
August 2019 2019

5

November 2020

explore having one of their favorite singer-song writers, Randy Granger, perform at the
church. She continued to attend the Wrap meetings and found herself in the
chairperson’s seat when Russ Littlefield stepped down.
Val gives much of the credit for the success of the Sunday services to her good core of
committee workers. For a while after Russ left it was kind of a “girl group” but Kristen
Hughes has fortunately broken that up, she said.
Val states that she loves good movies with a spiritual message. While attending the
UCC church in the Keys, Val and Pete participated in a monthly “movie matinee”. The
movies were chosen from a list provided by “Spirituality in Practice” and included a
series of discussion questions about the spiritual themes occurring in the movies. Val
and Pete brought their experience with this program to UUCLC. They showed the
movies at church one Saturday afternoon per month and the discussion was lively. We
hope this activity will resume when we are again in our church.
Pete was elected to the UUCLC board of trustees in 2017 and became the vice
president under Betty Emery. During that time he chaired the Leadership Council and
coordinated communication between the council and the board. He is currently serving
as a trustee. This year Pete headed up the visioning task force which was charged with
rewriting our vision statement to cover the next five years.
Pete is most known, however, for his beautiful, award winning native flute music which
enhances our Sunday services and other UUCLC events.
Val states that she is attracted to UUCLC because of the people, the hugs, the
emphasis on social justice and how open and affirming it is. She enjoys the closeness
of her covenant circle as well.
Pete is also attracted to the more liberal thinking of UUs. He says that he still likes
Christianity but prefers the non-creedal approach that avoids the “Bible thumping” and
literal translations that he found in traditional Christian churches. He added that he
also enjoys the people at UUCLC.
We thank Pete and Val for all they do and for the friendship they bring to our
congregation.
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On Sunday, November 22 we will have an outdoor bake sale.
Time: 3-4:30.
UU members and church friends are invited to donate goodies that can be sold to other
members and church friends.
Homemade goodies please...cookies, bars, muffins, breads, cakes, pies, etc.
This will be a Covid cautious event like goodies plastic bagged, only 1 money person
exchanging tickets for cash, masks worn by all, social distancing, using card tables
instead of church tables...more detail will follow.
Please ask questions of Bernie Greenberg, 352-669-2272
or berniegreenberg@hotmail.com

THANKSGIVING IS A TIME TO GIVE BACK
On November 22, 2020, 3:00-4:30, the Social Justice and Environment Committee will
have a donation drop off for Lake Cares and Open Door along with the Hospitality
Committee’s Bake Sale. November is the month of Thanksgiving and you can show
your gratitude by helping Lake County citizens who are struggling to provide the next
meal for their families. All non-perishable and unexpired food is welcome and so are
toiletries such as deodorant toothbrushes and toothpaste. And please don’t forget the
pets. If you’d rather not shop, then a check is greatly appreciated. You also can easily
make donations online. Namaste, Jane Lovejoy
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FROM YOUR TREASURER:
Special Tax-Deductible Contribution for 2020
The CARES Act passed this year has a new provision that allows for a universal tax
deduction of up to $300 for gifts made by cash, check or credit card by individuals to
charitable organizations (e.g. UUCLC). The deduction applies to all taxpayers,
including those who claim the standard deduction. Taxpayers list the donation as a
deduction from gross income on the first page of their Form 1040. A second provision
allows individual taxpayers to deduct cash donations in an amount up to 100% of their
Adjusted Gross Income if they itemize their deductions. Unless Congress extends the
time period in another COVID tax bill, these special deductions are available only in
2020. If you haven’t already done so, take advantage of this tax opportunity to make a
donation to UUCLC.

You and UUCLC Can Benefit by Using a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)
Are you 70 ½ years or older and own an IRA? Do you wish you could get a tax benefit
for your contributions to UUCLC? There is a way, and it is entirely legal. Just direct
your IRA Administrator to send a check(s) directly to UUCLC. This method allows you
to avoid paying taxes on the IRA withdrawal. Some of our members and friends are
already using this method of donating instead of paying by check or credit card with
funds from your personal checking account for which there is no tax benefit unless you
can itemize your deductions. Even though Required Minimum Distributions from IRA’s
have been waived in 2020 due to COVID-19, you can still use the QCD method to
donate. For more information about QCD’s, please contact your IRA Administrator.
And thank you for helping UUCLC achieve our goals!
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FROM YOUR SOCIAL JUSTICE/ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
by Barbara Hill

The Social Justice and Environment Committee wishes to share the following message
with you from the Unitarian Universalist Justice Florida Action Network. They have
been instrumental in getting out the vote!! There is still much to be done!!
November 2020
Message from Rev. Richard ‘Bud’ Murphy, UUJF President
Just Saying 10/2020
Sometimes we may find ourselves questioning the validity of what others think, feel and
do. We ask, “How can they think that way? Why do they promote beliefs that seem to defy
common sense, let alone the established principles of science?”

In thoughtful moments, we may question who we are, and why we have inclinations to
certain thoughts, feelings and actions. While most behavioral experts consider selfknowledge a part of wisdom they also admit it is not easy to achieve. Like the nature of
human consciousness, the nature of self is a challenge to understand. The Eastern
philosophers invite us to be the observer as we move through life. They encourage us to
examine what we consider to be true, while at the same time to recognize that once we
designate something as true we are inclined to cling to that conclusion and filter our future
observations to reinforce the validity of our truth.
Our truth with its resistance to change includes our truth about our own lovableness and the
lovableness of others. For most, these truths are established early in our lives and rarely
questioned. In fact, we humans have developed ways of being in relationship that reinforce
those early conclusions. Our lives follow a script that we adopted in our childhood.
Reviewing the script gives us the opportunity of change for the better.
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As our country undergoes the forces of political, economic and ecological struggle we each
feel the stress of uncertainty which tends to make us resistance to change just at the point
when it would be useful for us to increase our ability to look at the world from a variety of
perspectives and to acknowledge the experience of others even when they seem out of
touch with our reality.
Many studies report that mindfulness practices, activities that encourage calm restore our
resilience and increase our plasticity, our ability to adapt to change. I’m taking breaks from
the 24-7 news. I’m focusing on breathing and the validity of just being for a few
moments. Join me. I’ll see you on the other side ready to nurture the Earth, our only home.
Bud Murphy, President of UU Justice Florida
——————————————————————————————————
Legislative Advocacy 2021
Once the November general election is in the history books, it will be time to turn our
attention to the 2021 session of the Florida Legislatue beginning early next March.
Here is a brief outline for a suggested strategy and timetable to maximize our impact. The
current pandemic will necessitate a few changes from how we have approached this effort in
the past but, with your input and participation, we will establish relationships with members
of the newly elected Legislature and make our voices heard.








Form small teams of advocates for progressive legislation with members of your
congregation
Network with others from likeminded organizations such as a local Indivisible
group, FL-iCAN, Sierra Club, ACLU, Equality Florida, LWV, NOW, Moms Demand
Action and immigration reform groups to name just a few
Review the 2020 Legislative Advocacy Agenda for 2020 on the UUJF Website
Suggest additions or changes to the Legislative Advocacy Agenda from you as an
individual or in consultation with members of your team and send them to
info@uujusticefl.org.
Plan to participate in a December virtual training session (date and time to be
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determined) to review a revised Legislative Advocacy Agenda and suggestions for
holding virtual meetings with your Legislators
After the new Legislators are sworn in on November 17 and an updated Legislative
Advocacy Agenda is circulated and posted on the UUJF Website, make an
appointment for your group for a virtual meeting with your House and Senate
Legislators sometime in January or early February.
Report reactions from your Legislators or staff to info@uujusticefl.org.
Encourage members of your congregation who are not receiving UUJF newsletters
to sign up so they will receive targeted Action Alerts as bills are introduced and
referred to committees for hearings.

Regrettably, the pandemic and sheltering in place will not permit us to hold our annual
Legislative Day event in Tallahassee in 2021. However, we feel that strong UUJF member
support and participation in the above will more than compensate for not being able to meet
in person next year.
Of course, if you are satisfied with the status of education for our children, availability of and
affordability of health care, public safety and human rights in Florida then feel free to ignore
the above.
In order to receive targeted Action Alerts, your current address must be in the UUJF mailing
list data base. If 32726-8202 is not your correct 9-digit Zip+4 address code
please update your current street address on the UUJF website Take Action page.
——————————————————————————————————
UU Justice Florida joined the ZOOM world in October
Susan Leslie, UUA Congregational Advocacy and Witness Director, reported on Justice GA
2020 and Justice 2021. Most of the items reported here were mentioned in her talk. Watch
for the recorded program on our website soon.
The Board was also pleased that UU Conversations presented their Introductory program on
Being a Social Ally-From Ally to Advocate to Partner. Look for that on our website soon.
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Susan also shared the following inspiring story about the First Unitarian Church of
Louisville:
Louisville, KY (AP) –The story of how the First Unitarian Church of Louisville flung open its
doors to protesters who marched for justice for Breonna Taylor began years before the
helicopters swirled overhead, before police in riot gear began marching up the alley.
Read more
——————————————————————————————————
UU the Vote – Florida and National Efforts
UUs have made over 1.3 million voter contacts - working with frontline groups - building
relationships for the long haul. In Florida - New Florida Majority (NewFM) - started with just
Florida UUs making calls in Broward County and elsewhere where primaries included races
for state attorneys in every county and sheriff in many. Guided conversations were about
police violence, criminal legal reform, and systemic racism.
UUtheVote started by calling people of color and later assisted NewFM to expand its base
by calling white people who had indicators that would resonate with UU values (party
affiliation, independent, ballot initiative supporter, zip code location, answers from previous
phone banks, canvasses). Later national phone banks focused on issues of voter
suppression, helping people make a voting plan, get absentee ballots etc.
In October, 120 folks from Florida participated in phone banking including volunteers from
UU Miami and All Faiths Fort Myers.
Two million contacts by the UUtheVote initiative (UUs and the lead partners) is the goal for
Election Day.
——————————————————————————————————
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Turn, Turn, Turn: UUA Southern Region Virtual Assembly 2020
Saturday, November 14, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Join your Southern Region staff team and sibling Unitarian Universalist congregations in the
Southern Region for a day of collaboration and learning! UUA President Rev. Dr. Susan
Frederick-Gray will be our keynote speaker in the morning.
Afternoon workshops include:
•
Widening the Circle of Concern with Kathy McGowan and Rev. Nato Hollister
•
What's Next? The Changing Congregational Landscape with Natalie Briscoe and
Connie Goodbread
•
Small Group Ministry and Membership Paths with Cameron Young and Lillian DrabBraddick
Registration fee: $20 per person. Register today!

Lake/Sumter County Solar Co-op Update
We are so pleased to be sponsoring this opportunity to help Lake and Sumter County
residents go solar. Many members signed up solely to learn more, and some are still
on the fence, but to date, 15% of members have committed to going solar!
Signup for the co-op ended October 30, but if interested, we could potentially still get
you in on this great opportunity. At this point, installation would likely not be complete
until 2021, but that would still allow for a 22% tax credit.
Contact Barbara Marrow at marrow.barbara@gmail.com for more information.

Solar panels newly installed on co-op member’s home in Mount Dora
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Get Your Side with Love Mask!

Please click the link below to purchase a River of Grass Unitarian Universalist
Congregation Fundraising Mask! Orders will be shipped right to your door for free! This
face mask is a two ply mask made up of 60% Polyester, 40% Cotton.
$15 each - 3 sizes available
Adult
Youth 9-15
Child 3-8
Link: https://www.fundraisingmasks.org/product-page/river-of-grass-fundraiser
River of Grass Unitarian Universalist Congregation
Sunrise, FL
riverofgrassuu.org

Disclaimer:
OUR MASKS ARE NOT MEDICAL GRADE, THEY ARE NOT N95, AND HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED OR ENDORSED
BY THE CDC. MASKS SHOULD NOT BE WORN IN A SURGICAL SETTING OR WHERE SIGNIFICANT EXPOSURE
TO BODILY FLUID OR OTHER HAZARDOUS FLUIDS MAY BE EXPECTED. MASKS SHOULD NOT BE WORN IN A
CLINICAL SETTING WHERE INFECTION RISK LEVELS THROUGH INHALATION IS HIGH. THIS MASK IS TO BE
WORN FOR DAILY ACTIVITIES AND WASHED REGULARLY.
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