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  The 
Communicator 

   of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Lake County 
    
                    Like us on Facebook!  facebook.com/UUlakeco 
 

September Programs 

Please note that our Summer Session will continue until the end of September.  All services will 
begin at 10:30 a.m.  We will resume our 9:45 discussion group and 11:00 Celebration of Life service 
in October. 

September 6 - Gina Rossi, our Publicity Chair speaking on what you should know about the UU Website 
and Facebook. 

September 13 - Humanist Rabbi Steven Carodnick (the singing rabbi) speaking on "Good Without God"??? 

September 20 - Tracy Trambauer, Yoga Teacher.  (tentative) 

September 27 - Open Forum. 

 

OUR FUTURE HOME 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION of LAKE COUNTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Building Progress 

 
Slowly but surely we are making progress on getting the building designed and constructed.  The building 
and design committees reviewed the 80% completed architectural plans and submitted our comments to the 
architect.  He is updating the plans to include our comments and will have the plans complete by mid 
September.  At that time we will invite several building contractors to submit bids for construction of the 
building and site work. 
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UUCLC Information & Contacts 
 
Mail address: PO Box 1761, Eustis, FL  32727 
Office Phone: (352) 728-1631 
Email contact: lakecountyuu@gmail.com 
Website: lakecountyuu.net 
 
         Officers                            Trustees          
Chris Higgins, President         Betty Emery 
Russ Littlefield, Vice Pres.      Carl Skiles 
Stu Anderson, Treasurer        Suzie Lockwood 
Kit Tatum, Secretary 
 
Rev. Susan Berryman, Developmental minister.  
Phone: (386) 956-6110 
 
Roger Benton Seidner, Minister Emeritus. 
 
The Communicator is published each month, 
from September through June 
Editor:  Ted Fessler   Phone: (352) 735-7405 

Concurrent with the plans work, the site plan application 
was submitted to the City of Eustis for final approval.  
The City reviewed the site plans and returned some 
minor comments and suggestions, which have been 
included in the plans.  Final approval of the site plan is 
expected to be granted by the City Council at its 
meeting in mid September.  
 
When the bids are submitted to us in mid October they 
will be reviewed, and if one or more of them are within 
our budget, we will select a contractor to proceed with 
the permitting and construction.  Our goal is to “break 
ground” in December. 
 
If none of the bids are within our budget, we must 
“value engineer” the plans and redesign the project to 
meet our budget.  This situation is not uncommon for 
projects such as ours, which are on a fixed budget.  The 
redesign will be a difficult task because it will involve 
deleting some of our “wants” to preserve the things we 
need to provide a serviceable and functional home for 
our congregation. 

Carl Skiles 
 
 

Building Design Update 
 
We have had an exciting year so far with the design process of the new building. The architectural drawings 
are nearly complete. We are now working on the details of the interior design.  Part of the discussion has 
included color schemes, types of fixtures, location of wall outlets, flooring choices, etc. These decisions can 
be daunting and time consuming.  The Building and Design committee members agreed that the hiring of a 
professional designer would not only make the process move more quickly but would give the project a 
cohesive look. In the end, it will save us money and help to prevent making costly mistakes.  Through the 
expertise of the designer, we have selected an interior color scheme of blue and green. A beautiful 
porcelain tile with the look of slate has been recommended for use in the foyer, kitchen, bathrooms and 
hallway. A warm “luxury” vinyl floor with the beautiful look of wood has been recommended for the 
celebration hall, social hall and class rooms. This flooring will be easy to care for and will look beautiful for 
years. The interior baseboards and casings around the windows will be a warm honey colored stained 
wood. Not only is the designer helping with interior colors and finishes, but he will be helping with some 
furniture choices as well. The designer is also helping with the selection of exterior finishes and colors. We 
are currently looking at roof colors and stone accents for columns. These are just a few of the many 
decisions that have to be made and there are more to come.  
 
Over the past year we have had many members of our congregation donate funds towards different aspects 
of the beautification of the building and the amount to date exceeds $50,000!  I wish to personally thank 
everyone for their support with this project.  Many have volunteered their time, submitted valuable ideas and 
pledged funds to make the dream of a new building for us a reality.  I believe that just about every single 
member of this congregation has had a major impact in the planning of this building. This building will be 
something we can all be very proud of. 

Betty Emery  
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Book Group 

The book Group will meet on September 8 at 3:00 at the Grove Street office.  This month's book is Devil in 
the Grove: Thurgood Marshall, the Groveland Boys, and the Dawn of a New America, by Gilbert King.  
Anyone who lives in Lake County should be interested in this Pulitzer Prize winning book.  The events took 
place right here where we live when the notorious Sheriff of Lake County, Willis McCall, administered his 
own form of justice.  There are a number of options for finding the book.  It is available as an eBook from 
Kindle or as a paperback from Amazon.  The Lake County Library has a limited number of copies.  In 
addition to the local book stores (Books a Million in Leesburg or Barnes and Noble at Lake Sumpter 
Landing, the Villages), you might try Raintree Books in Eustis or Barrel of Books and Games in Mt Dora.  If 
you want to cheat, a summary of the book is available from Kindle. 

This book follows last month's selection Just Mercy which was about another Civil Rights lawyer, Brian 
Stevenson, founder of the Equal Justice Initiative.  This book is the UUA's book of the year selection.  You 
will be hearing more about it over the course of the 2015/16 UU year. 

 

Social Justice Event Notice 
from Sandy Tortorete, a member of the SJC for UUFMC 

The Social Justice team is going to Tallahassee for the quarterly clemency hearing on September 30th.  We 
will be leaving on September 29th, driving to Tallahassee and staying overnight at the Hampton Inn/Central.  
The room rate is $129.00.  I will have booking information in the near future.  We have blocked only 8 rooms 
at the moment but can increase the rooms by the middle of August.  The room rate is for a double and I 
have requested two beds to each room.  We will be returning on September 30th after attending the 
hearing.  This is a way of educating ourselves first hand on the Florida system of both clemency and the 
restoration of civil rights.  If you’re attending wear your yellow “Standing on the Side of Love” shirts.  If you 
are interested, please contact me, Sandy Tortorete, stortorete@gmail.com so I can have an accurate count 
on the rooms we will need. 

 

Vice President’s Message… 

On Wednesday, I stopped in Starbucks, as I frequently do, and noticed a 
display of the book Just Mercy by the register.  The coffee chain has decided 
to feature Bryan Stevenson's book as part of its commitment to equal 
opportunity.  It happens that Just Mercy is also the UUA's "Common Read."  
They will be putting out a study guide for it in early October.  In the meantime, 
our book group has already taken on this book.  We had a discussion of it on 
August 11, but we barely broke the surface.  Perhaps the book group in 
conjunction with the social justice committee can do something for discussion 
group later in the year.  I hope so. I am sure you will be hearing more about it 
over the course of the 2015/16 UU year.   Stevenson is founder of the Equal 
Justice Initiative (EJI) which works primarily with death-row inmates who they 
believe have been unjustly treated.  As an article on the Starbuck's website 
points out, "EJI has ... won reversals, relief or release for over 115 wrongly 
condemned prisoners on death row."   

I was particularly affected by Stevenson's own experience with the police when he parked his car near his 
apartment on an Atlanta street to listen to some music.  It was after midnight and he sat in his Honda Civic 
enjoying the musical group Sly and the Family Stone for a while before going to bed.  A car driving the 
wrong way on the one way street he was legally parked on slowly approached, stopped, and shined a 
spotlight into his car.  Two SWAT officers got out.  Stevenson was nervous, of course, but, knowing he had 
done nothing wrong, decided to leave his car, hoping that they were there for some other reason.  When he 
opened the door, one of the officers drew his gun and shouted, "Move and I'll blow your head off!"  
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Stevenson, seeing that the gun in the officer's hand is shaking, kept repeating, "'It's all right. It's okay.'"  
Clearly, any wrong move on Stevenson's part had potential to end his life.  The second officer came up 
behind him and, grabbing his arms, bent him over the back of the car.  The officers then proceeded  - 
illegally, Stevenson notes - to search the Civic but found nothing but some candy and a file from a case he 
was working on.  After radioing in and finding that there was no reason to apprehend Stevenson, the 
policemen released him saying, "We're going to let you go.  You should be happy."  Stevenson notes, they 
didn't even apologize. 

Stevenson's personal experience with the Atlanta police is not the center of the book, but, as I said, it 
resonated with me.  Perhaps it's because of police incidents with African-Americans that have been in the 
popular media over the last year; but it also had something to do with my admiration for Stevenson.  Highly 
educated - he is a graduate of Harvard Law School and the Harvard School of Government - he could have 
had any number of prestigious and lucrative jobs.  Instead, he dedicated himself to working with those who 
have little hope.  As I read about his encounter with the SWAT duo, the thought was running through the 
back of my mind, 'who are these people to be treating someone like this in that way?'  And I was keenly 
aware of how a life that has mattered to so many could have ended that night.  Black Lives Matter. 

---------------------------------- 

The most recent issue of UU World calls our attention to the 
centrality of the Black Lives Matter campaign to the most recent 
General Assembly in Portland.  In the "from the editor" section, Chris 
Walton calls our attention to one of the featured articles called, 
"Nights Can be Tough." In this article, Kenny Wiley, a "UU World" 
senior editor, tells the story of his African-American friend, Raziq 
Brown's encounter with a white (and later a black) police officer at 
the Montessori school where Brown worked.  It is an excellent article 
in which two young Black UUs recount what it means for a black to 
face racial profiling. 

I also recommend the other feature article called "'Come and Join 
Us'" about a breakthrough congregation in Durango, Colorado, a lay-
led congregation that decides to hire a developmental minister and to 
build their own building.  Hmm.  Their congregation is doing well.  So 
is ours.   

…Russ 

You can find a Starbucks article about Just Mercy and Bian 
Stevenson at https://news.starbucks.com/news/just-mercy-available-
in-starbucks-stores. 

UU World's Fall 2015 Magazine can be found at http://www.uuworld.org/issues/fall-2015. 

 

 

September  Birthdays 

Phyllis Gillette,  Sept. 9 
Susan Berryman,  Sept. 15 


